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GLOBAL STRATEGY CONFERENCE 2025
“Regionalization in the International System:
The Search for Stability in a Fragmenting World”

Z0MA3E Ell

ALISHIAINN

CONTEXT

The international system's turbulent period, characterized by inequitable resource
distribution, migrant crises and power struggles in the Eastern Mediterranean and
Asia-Pacific, was brought to a head with the outbreak of the Russia-Ukraine War.
These uncertainties and changes in the international system have accelerated,
especially with the emergence of this war undermining the notion that state-state
wars are over and the second Trump era in the US. The Trump administration's
renewed and stronger emphasis on unilateral global policies has severely shaken
the foundations of the existing international order and alliance relations. The
questioning and distancing attitude of the US towards international institutions
and agreements under the new administration has further eroded the mindset on
which the existing system was built, the capacity of the UN system to ensure
international peace and security, and the belief in it. In this sense, the search for a
system in the post-Cold War era reached a crisis point and entered a new period of
uncertainty. In such a situation, regional initiatives and cooperation have become
more important than ever.

ZU)M!HEﬂ

ALISHIAIND

Although the post-Cold War US-centered unipolarity discourse was short-lived, the
US influence and power projection in the global system continued. Today, however,
the international system is clearly evolving away from this structure and towards a
new multipolar structure with multiple centers of power, increased competition
and struggle between different models of order. In this new order, actors such as
the United States, China and the European Union, as well as other emerging
regional powers, have established their own spheres of influence and have a say in
global affairs, which seems to make the system more unpredictable, but mediation
can also offer alternative solutions to existing crises thanks to its capacity to
maintain negotiations against all odds and to create a different balance of power
for each region, as it includes different interpretations and actions of international
politics. On the other hand, the growing rivalry and difference in understanding
between the different poles makes it difficult to find common ground and
common approaches to global crises and threats. In this uncertain “transition
period”, actors, especially in conflict-prone regions, are experiencing a heightened
state of vigilance in the face of shifts in the balance of power and the repercussions
of great power competition.

The rising trend of authoritarianism and populist regimes around the world has
revealed that societies are also showing a protectionist reflex to existing global
policies, which has become another threat to the international liberal order. The US
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tendency to redefine its global leadership role in a more inward-looking and
commercially oriented perspective has accelerated the efforts of other power
centers and regional actors to protect their own security and interests. With the
second Trump administration coming to power in the United States, Europe has
taken steps to show that it has decided to take the solution of its problems and
responsibilities back into its own hands. In this sense, it was realized that the
relations of the “western bloc” with the transatlantic were about to evolve into a
different dimension. In a world moving towards regionalization, this has led to the
rise of an “America first” mentality in the US, Europe's initiatives such as the
“European Peace Facility” and increased armament, China's unique policies in the
Asia-Pacific and Russia's in Ukraine and Central Asia. In such an environment, the
weakness, if not non-existence, of the initiatives taken by the actors in the Middle
East and the lands of Islamic Civilization to ensure first security and then peace and
stability has become conspicuous.

UNIVERSITY

IE BEYKOZ

In this context, it is important that discussions in an open-minded academic
environment provide outputs for the perception, evaluation and guidance of these
processes at different levels. This year, the Global Strategy Conference will be held
on November 20-21, 2025 in cooperation with the Center for Diplomatic Affairs
and Political Studies (DiPAM), Beykoz University (Tiirkiye) and Department of
Political and Social Sciences (SPOL) of University of Cagliari (ltaly). The
conference, whose theme this year is “Regionalization in the International
System: The Search for Stability in a Fragmenting World"”, aims to prepare a
multilateral environment where current problems and possible solutions will be
discussed by addressing this transition period of the international system with the
participation of experts from different fields. Thus, it will lead to the evaluation of
the contributions that can be provided by regional initiatives to the current
conflicts and crises, which are actually reflections of the problems of the
international system.

UNIVERSITY
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“Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nde Yeni Donem Goé¢ Politikasi:
Guvenlik mi, Ekonomi mi?”

ismail Hakki ISCAN, Prof. Dr.
Bilecik Seyh Edebali Universitesi, Turkiye

Ozet

Gog, onlarca yildir Amerika Birlesik Devleri (ABD)'deki siyasi tartismalarin temel
taslarindan biri olmustur. Oyle ki konu, farkli siyasi yapidaki hukumetlerin ve
politika yapicilarin ekonomik, guvenlik ve insani kaygilarin ortak noktasi
durumundadir. Zira 1965'ten bu yana 76 milyondan fazla gdo¢cmen, daha fazla
Ulkeden ABD'ye go¢ etmistir. Ancak su andaki ABD ydnetimince ortaya konan
uygulamalara bakildiginda ydnetimin go¢ konusu ile ilgili demografik ve ekonomik
guvenlik endisesinin ¢cok daha fazla 6n plana ciktigini sdylemek mumkunduar.
ABD'de ikinci Donald Trump yonetimi, secim surecinde ve gdreve geldigi ilk
gunden itibaren siginma, sinir ve sinir disi politikalarini ve bu politikalari yeniden
sekillendirme cabalarini, siyasi hareketinin merkezine yerlestirmistir. Yonetim ilk
gunden itibaren ABD go6¢ sisteminde kapsamli degisiklikler uygulayarak sinir
guvenligini, uygulama onceliklerini, insani yollari ve yasal gog¢ sureclerini kokten ve
yeniden sekillendiren kararlara imza atmistir. Hatta bu tur degisikliklerin gucunu
arttirmak icin yénetim, federal kurumlar yaninda orduyu ve yerel duzeydeki kolluk
kuvvetlerini kullanarak sadece savas zamanlarina yonelik eski eyalet yasalarini dahi
devreye almistir.

UNIVERSITY

|GJBEYKOZ £

Bu calisma, go¢cmenlerin ABD ekonomisinde yarattigi ekonomik degerin,
ekonomik buylUmeye, istihdama, mali alana ve teknolojik sektdrlere olan katkilarini
istatistiklerle ortaya koyarak son dénem ABD yoénetiminin paradoksal bir sekilde
izledigi gbcmen karsiti politikalarinin surdurulebilirligini ve yaratacagdi siyasi ve
ekonomik etkiyi tartismayl amaclamaktadir. Bu calismada elde edilen istatistiklere
gore gocun ABD'de yerli iscilerin Ucretleri Uzerindeki etkisinin genel olarak ¢cok
dusuk duzeyli, Ulkenin uzun vadeli ekonomik buyumesine yonelik etkisinin genel
olarak olumlu ve mali etkilerinin ise eyaletler arasinda farklilik gostermekle birlikte
pozitif deger saglayacadl seklinde oldugu anlasiimaktadir. Yeni donem ABD
yoénetiminin guvenlik temelli gocmen politikalarl ile gé¢cmen Kkitlesinin Ulke
demografisine ve ekonomisine olan katkilari arasindaki paradoksal iliski bu
calismanin da sinirlarini belirleyen su sorulari gundeme getirmektedir;

UNIVERSITY
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e ABD'nin hem demografik ve hem de ekonomik yapisi ve zenginligi icerisinde
bu denli dnemli yer isgal eden gocmenlerle ilgili Trump hukumetlerinin ve
ozellikle son donem ydénetimin gog¢ politikasi ile ilgili kokten degisikliklere
gidisini, sadece Trump'in siyasi bir manevrasi olarak degerlendirmek
mumkun mudur?
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e Yonetimin gd¢ politikasl ve uygulamalarinin ABD toplumunun demografik
ve ekonomik guvenligi ile iliskilendirmek ne kadar anlamli ve gercekgidir?

e Ve nihayet “0nce Amerika" sloganiyla gerceklestirilen bu uygulamalarin
surdurulebilirligini ve gerceklestiginde yaratacagi siyasi ve ekonomik etkinin
maliyetini d5ngérmek mumkun muadur?

ZD)U&HE“
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Anahtar Kelimeler: gog, gluvenlik, ABD, ekonomik bUyUme, istihdam
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“Analysis on Iran’s ‘Use of Force’ Mode After Israel-Hamas
Conflict”

Shun-Wen WANG, Prof. Dr.
National University of Kaohsiung, Taiwan

Abstract

Following the Israel-Hamas conflict, a persistent question posed by scholars and
the media alike is: “Will Iran retaliate? How will it retaliate?” However, Iran’s
retaliatory actions sometimes deviate from media predictions. This paper seeks to
analyze lIran’s “use of force modes” because existing literatire -whether from
historical perspectives, great power dynamics, or sectarian conflicts (Shiite-Sunni
struggles)- appears inadequate to fully explain these questions. For instance, if the
Shiite-Sunni divide were the decisive factor, how can the recent rapprochement
between Saudi Arabia and Iran be explained? If great power influence was the
determinant, why does its effectiveness vary? If historical approach predicts Iran’s
conflict with Israel or define its “proxy strategy,” how does Iran respond when its
proxies appear weakened following the Israel-Hamas conflict?

UNIVERSITY

IE BEYKOZ

Existing research seems to lack a comprehensive discourse that bridges the
international system, historical factors shaping strategic culture, and the potential
changes in leadership perceptions. This neoclassical realism can solve this problem.
Besides, analyzing Iran’s strategic culture and its strategic adjustments post- Israel-
Hamas conflict will help illuminate potential developments in the Middle East. The
paper will be divided into four parts: Introduction, literature review on Iran’s use of
force modes, historical analysis on Iran’s strategy during the Israel-Iran conflict and
conclusion (the impact of the conflict toward global strategy and regional security).

UNIVERSITY

IE'[BEYKOZ

Keywords: use of force, Iran, Israel-Hamas conflict, neo-classical realism, strategic
culture
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“Arktik Jeopolitiginde Yeni Donem: Rusya-Ukrayna Savasi ve
Guc¢ Mucadelesi”

Merve Suna OZEL OZCAN, Dog. Dr.
Kirikkale Universitesi, TUrkiye

Z0MA3E Ell
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Ozet

Arktik'in jeopolitik degeri, ilk kez Osmanli imparatorlugu’nun Akdeniz'deki gucine
alternatif ticaret yollari arayan Avrupalilar tarafindan fark edilmistir. 16. yuzyildan
itibaren Richard Chancellor, Martin Frobisher, Willem Barentsz gibi kasiflerce
Kuzeydogu ve Kuzeybati gecitleri kesfedilmeye calisiimis; ancak iklimsel kosullar,
bu cabalarin cogunu basarisizliga ugratmistir. 20. yuzyila kadar etkin bir ulasim
koridoru olarak kullanilamayan bolge, Boris Vilkitsky'nin 1915'teki buzkiran seferiyle
dnemli bir dénim noktasina ulasmistir (Hund, 2014, s. xvii). Ote yandan 20. yUzyila
gelindiginde Arktik artik cevresel bir periferi degil, iklim degisikliginin etkisiyle
jeopolitik rekabetin merkezlerinden biri haline gelmistir. HikUmetlerarasi iklim
Degisikligi Paneli (IPCC), Arktik'in dunya ortalamasinin U¢ kati hizla 1sindigini
belirtmektedir (IPCC, 2007). Buzullarin ¢cekilmesi, yeni enerji kaynaklarina erisimi
kolaylastirirken; Kuzey Deniz Yolu (Northern Sea Route) gibi stratejik koridorlari da
isler hale getirmistir. USGS verilerine gore, Arktik halen dunyanin kesfedilmemis
enerji rezervlerinin yaklasik %22'sini barindirmaktadir (American Security Project,
2023). Ancak son yillarda bu denge, 6zellikle Rusya’'nin artan askeri varhgi, Bati ile
yasanan guvenlik rekabeti ve Ukrayna savasi ile ciddi bicimmde degismistir. Arktik
artik sadece cevresel veya ekonomik bir alan degdil; dogrudan guvenlik ve askeri
stratejilerin de sahnesi haline gelmistir. 2022'de baslayan Rusya-Ukrayna savasi,
sadece Avrupa kara cografyasini degil, Arktik'i de etkilemistir. Rusya, bu savasla
birlikte Arktik'teki askeri altyapisini guclendirmis ve denizcilik politikalarini
sertlestirmistir. NATO'nun boélgedeki varhdi, dézellikle isvec ve Finlandiya'nin Uyelik
sureciyle genislerken, Rusya bunu dogrudan bir c¢evreleme stratejisi olarak
okumaktadir. Bu baglamda Arktik, artik dogrudan catismanin yasandigi degil;
catismanin cevresel ve stratejik olarak yayillma riski tasidigi bir sinir kusagina
donusmustur. ABD'nin Donald Trump déneminden itibaren Gronland ve Kanada'yi
ayri degerlendiren stratejisi, tek tip bir “Arktik NATO” yapilanmasini gecgersiz kilmis,
ABD'yi bdlgede daha bagimsiz ve iddiall bir aktore donusturmustur.

) ZoAaslal
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“Autonomy or Alliance? The European Union’s Strategic
Sovereignty and Its Future with NATO”

Beatris BINEVA
Higher School of Economics, Russia

Mateo Rojas SAMPER, PhD Cand.
Moscow State Institute of International Affairs (MGIMQO), Russia

UNIVERSITY

Abstract

IE BEYKOZ

The concept of “strategic autonomy” has emerged as one of the most debated
issues in contemporary European politics and security studies. Initially articulated
within the framework of the European Union's Common Security and Defense
Policy (CSDP), strategic autonomy has grown into a multidimensional project
encompassing defense capabilities, technological sovereignty, and geopolitical
agency. This paper examines the problematic nexus between Europe’s search for
strategic autonomy and the future of EU-NATO relations.

The pursuit of autonomy is fueled by a series of systemic shocks: the declining
predictability of U.S. foreign policy, Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, the rise of
China as a strategic competitor, and vulnerabilities revealed by Europe's
dependence on external actors for energy, technology, and defense. These
developments have strengthened calls for Europe to reduce its reliance on the
United States and assume greater responsibility for its own security. At the same
time, NATO remains the cornerstone of European defense, particularly in the
military sphere, where U.S. capabilities continue to outmatch those of the EU. This
duality creates a structural tension: autonomy suggests emancipation, while
alliance presupposes dependence.

UNIVERSITY

|G]BEYK0Z 5

The paper argues that this tension is not inherently contradictory. A stronger
European pillar—capable of projecting power, investing in defense industries, and
developing independent technological and energy infrastructures—can serve to
stabilize, rather than fragment, the transatlantic order. However, this requires
careful political framing: Europe's autonomy must be pursued as a means of
reinforcing NATO burden-sharing and resilience, not as an alternative to the
Alliance. The EU's long-term relevance as a security actor will depend on its ability
to reconcile autonomy with alliance, crafting a model of “sovereign
interdependence” that allows it to act when necessary, yet cooperate when
possible.

Ultimately, the search for European strategic autonomy should be seen less as a
break from NATO and more as an evolution of the transatlantic partnership in a
multipolar world. This paper contributes to the debate by conceptualizing strategic
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autonomy not as zero-sum, but as a spectrum of policies that can coexist with
NATO'’s collective defense role, offering a framework for future cooperation that
safeguards both European sovereignty and transatlantic solidarity.

Keywords: strategic autonomy, European Union (EU), NATO, Transatlantic
relations, security and defense policy, geopolitical sovereignty
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“Bes Giin Savasi Sonrasi Gircistan: Dis Politikanin i¢
Politikaya Yansimalan”

Murat JANE, Dr. Ogr. Uyesi
stanbul Aydin Universitesi, Turkiye

Ozet

Sovyet Sosyalist Cumhuriyetler Birligi (SSCB)'nin dagilmasi post-Sovyet cografyada
onemli dénusumleri beraberinde getirmistir. SSCB'nin dagilmasinin ardindan
bagimsizliklarini kazanan devletler yapisal, ekonomik ve askeri acidan pek c¢ok
zorlukla karsi karsiya kalmistir. Gurcistan da bu devletlerden biridir. Gurcistan
bagdimsizligini kazandiktan Acaristan, GUney Osetya ve Abhazya Sorunu gibi siyasi
fay hatlariyla karsi karsiya kalmistir. Gul Devrimi'yle iktidara gelen Mihail
Saakasvili'nin Batl yanlisi politikalari Rusya Federasyonu (RF)-Gurcistan iliskilerini
olumsuz etkilemis, iki devlet arasindaki siyasal gerginlik literaturde “Bes Gun
Savasl” olarak da bilinen RF-Gurcistan Savasl'yla sonuglanmistir. Savasin sonunda
Gurcistan Abhazya ve GUney Osetya'da de facto kontrolUnu kaybetmis, baska bir
ifadeyle Gurcistanin Uniter yapisi bozulmustur. Gurcistan acisindan bu durum
sadece dis politik degdil i¢ politik sorunlari da beraberinde getirmistir. Bes Gun
Savasi’'ndan gunumuze Bati yanlilari ve Rus yanlilari arasindaki gu¢ mucadelesi
Gurcistan siyasetinin ana gundemlerinden biri olmustur.

UNIVERSITY
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Bu bildiride Gurcistan'in dis politik kararlarinin i¢ politik rekabeti ve kimlik algilarini
da etkiledigi savunulmaktadir. Bu ¢ercevede bildiride Bes GUn Savasi'nin Gurcistan
ic politikasina yansimalari ve 2008-2025 yillari arasindaki temel gelismeler isiginda
analiz edilecektir.

UNIVERSITY

IE'[BEYKOZ

Anahtar Kelimeler: Bes GUn Savasl; hegemonya; NATO; AB; Rusya Federasyonu
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“Between Compliance and Solidarity: South Africa’s
International Criminal Court Calculus in the Putin Warrant
Crisis (2023-2024)"

Michael Tshinyalani KHOROMMBI, Dr.
Stellenbosch University, South Africa
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Abstract

The International Criminal Court arrest warrant for Vladimir Putin (2023) imposed
unprecedented diplomatic constraints on South Africa which expose the limits of
conjunctural power when legal obligations clash with alliance commitments. The
existing literature examines International Criminal Court compliance patterns but
neglects the conjunctural effects of international legal crises for African middle
power diplomacy. This study addresses this gap through five sections examining
South Africa’s management of a legal-diplomatic predicament during the Putin
warrant. First, the background presents the crisis in three stages: (i) the initial
announcement of the warrant and subsequent legal consultations (March—-May
2023); (ii) the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) summit hosting
dilemma amid public and diplomatic pressure (June-July 2023); and (iii) the
resolution through diplomatic absence and legal interpretation (August-—
September 2023). Second, the literature review demonstrates that International
Criminal Court compliance studies focus on legal obligations without accounting
for the conjunctural impacts of legal crises on alliance navigation for middle powers
such as South Africa. Third, the theoretical framework draws from conjunctural
power analysis to scrutinise temporal limitations on diplomatic maneuver during
forced-choice moments between competing normative and strategic imperatives.
Fourth, the methodology draws on secondary and primary sources interpreted
through inductive thematic analysis to identify shifting constraint patternsin legal-
political crises. Fifth, the findings and discussion identify three limitations: (i) legal
obligation activation reducing diplomatic manoeuvring options; (ii) alliance
solidarity pressures conflicting with international law compliance; and (iii) domestic
civil  society mobilisation limiting government flexibility. Sixth, the
recommendations propose (i) developing legal-diplomatic coordination protocols
ahead of crises; (ii) designing alternative summit hosting arrangements for
situations constrained by law; and (iii) establishing platforms for civil society
consultation during international legal disputes. Finally, the conclusion contends
that international legal obligations generate conjunctural deficits that restrict
middle power capacity to balance alliance and normative commitments during
crises.

Keywords: South Africa, non-alignment positioning, foreign policy adaptation;
middle power, conjunctural power, coalition politics
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“Biyoterdrizm Karsisinda Egemenlikten insanliga: BM Sarti
Cercevesinde R2P ve Insani Midahalenin Mesruiyeti”

Semanur BILGIC CIFTCI
Baskent Universitesi, Turkiye

Ozet

Biyoterérizm ve biyolojik silahlarin potansiyel kullanimi, uluslararasi hukukun en
temel ilkelerinden biri olan devlet egemenlidi ile insani mudahale hakki arasindaki
dengenin yeniden dusunulmesini zorunlu kilmaktadir. BM Sarti'nin  2/7.
maddesinde duzenlenen egemenlik ilkesi, geleneksel olarak devletleri dis
mudahaleden koruyan bir kalkan islevi gormektedir. Eger bir devlet,
vatandaslarinin kitlesel boyuttaki kayiplardan koruyamadigi taktirde ya da biyolojik
silah gelistirme ve kullanma yoluyla riske attiginda, egemenligin mutlak
dokunulmazlik niteligi 6zUnu kaybetmektedir. Bu agidan, 2005 Dunya Zirvesi'nde
kabul edilmis olan Koruma Sorumlulugu (R2P) ilkesi, egemenligi sadece bir hak
degdil ayni zamanda bir yukumlultk olarak tanimlamaktadir. Devletlerin halkini
koruma yukumldlugunu yerine getiremedigi ve bu konuda yetersiz kaldidi
durumlarda ise, uluslararasi topluma onleme, mudahale ve yeniden insa
sorumluluklari yUklemistir.

UNIVERSITY

|GJBEYKOZ £

Yapilan ¢alisma, BM Sarti'nin uyusmazliklarin bariscil yollarla ¢é6zUmunu éngodren
VI. Bolumu, uluslararasi barisa tehdit halinde zorlayici énlemleri dluzenleyen VII.
BolumU ve 51. maddede yer alan mesru mudafaa hakki cercevesinde
biyoterorizmin hukuki boyutunu irdelemektedir. Etik acidan bakildiginda ise,
yasam hakkinin ve kuresel insan guvenliginin, mutlak egemenlik ilkesinden Ustun
normlar oldugu savunulmaktadir. Teorik c¢erceve, U¢ vaka Uzerinden
somutlastiriilmaktadir. 1990’larda Irak'in biyolojik silah programi, uluslararasi
toplumu zorlayici dnlemler almaya yoneltmis ve bu sureg, R2P'nin “reaksiyon”
boyutunun somutlasmasina zemin hazirlamistir. Suriye i¢ savasinda kitle imha
silahlarinin kullanildigina dair olan iddialar, egemenlik ilkesini insani mudahale
talepleriyle karsi karsiya getirmistir fakat BM Guvenlik Konseyi'ndeki siyasi
kutuplasma nedeniyle R2P'nin etkin uygulanmasini engellemis ve sinirli kalmistir.

UNIVERSITY

IEBEYKOZ

2001 yiinda ABD'de yasanan Anthrax saldirilari, devlet-disi aktorlerin
biyoterorizmdeki rolUnu one cikarmistir ve bu saldirilarin yalnizca ulusal olcekte
degdil, ayni zamanda kuresel dlcekte de kolektif onlem gerektirdigini, R2P'nin
“onleme” ve “kolektif guvenlik” sutunlarinin dneminin alti ¢izilmistir Sonug olarak,
biyoterorizm karsisinda egemenlik, uluslararasi hukukun temel taslarindan biri
olmayi surdurmektedir; ancak bu ilkenin mutlak bicimmde uygulanmasi, insani
mudahale ve R2P gibi gelisen normatif yaklasimlar karsisinda yeniden
degerlendirilmesi gereken bir meseledir. BM Sarti ve R2P ilkelerinin birlikte
degerlendirilmesi, biyolojik tehditler karsisinda insani mudahalenin hukuki ve etik
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acidan temellendirilebilecegini gostermektedir ve ayrica uluslararasi toplumu
onleyici, mudahaleci ve yeniden insa edici roller Ustlenmeye yoneltmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: biyoterérizm, biyolojik silahlar, egemenlik, insani mudahale,
R2P, BM Sarti

ZD‘JHHE‘I

ALISHIAINN

15



\J lobal C . .. .
2 : e BOOK OF ABSTRACTS | BiLDiRi ®ZETLERI KiTAPCIGI
Istanbul 2025

“Bolgesel Gi]venlik.KompIeksi Cercevesinde Turkiye-Turk
Devletleri Tegkilati iliskileri: Bélgesel Dinamikler Uzerine Bir
Degerlendirme”

Ali GOK, Doc. Dr.
Gaziantep Universitesi, Turkiye

Ozet

UNIVERSITY
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Bolgesel guvenlik kompleksi, belirli bir codrafi alandaki devletlerin guUvenlik
kaygllarinin  karsilikli  bagimlihik iliskisi icerisinde sekillendigi, bu baglamda
tehditlerin bolgesel duzeyde ortaklasa algilandigi ve bu durumun devletler arasi
guvenlik etkilesimini zorunlu kildigl bir yapisal formdur. Nitekim bu kavram,
devletlerin karsilikh iliskilerini anlamlandiran bir ¢cerceve olarak tanimlanabilir. Bu
iliskiler, genellikle kompleksteki aktorler arasindaki ortak kultur, etnik baglar,
bdlgesel gu¢ dagilimi vb. faktérlerden etkilenen uzun sureli dostluk (is birligi) veya
dusmanliga dayanabilir.

Soduk Savas sonrasinda, Kazakistan, Kirgizistan, Ozbekistan, Turkmenistan ve
Azerbaycan, codrafi yakinliklary, benzer tehdit algilari (sinir sorunlari, bdlgesel
gerilimler, bolgedeki kuresel guglerin etkisi, terérizm vb. gibi) ve siyasi, ekonomik,
tarihi ve kulturel ortak gec¢cmisleri nedeniyle bir bolgesel guvenlik kompleksi
olusturma arayisi icerisindedirler. Bolgesel guvenlik kompleksi, bazen bodlgesel
guvenlik érgutleri veya ittifaklar araciligiyla daha belirgin hale gelebilir. Orta Asya
orneginde, bu durumun en onemli disa donuk yansimasi Turk Devletleri
Teskilat’'dir (TDT). TDT, Turkiye, Kazakistan, Azerbaycan, Kirgizistan ve Ozbekistan
arasindaki diyalog mekanizmalarini guclendirerek, bolgedeki guvenlik tehditlerine
karsi ortak bir politika gelistirerek ve ekonomi, kultur ve egitim gibi alanlarda is
birligini artirarak bélgesel istikrari artirmayi amaclamaktadir. Bu cercevede Turkiye,
TDT'nin Rusya, Cin ve Batl ile dengeli bir dis politika izlemesini saglamak ve bdlgesel
guvenlik alaninda aktif politikalar gelistirebilmesi acisindan stratejik bir rol
ustlenmektedir. Bir baska ifadeyle Turkiye'nin guvenlik politikalari yalnizca kendi
topraklariyla sinirli kalmayip, ayni zamanda bolgesindeki diger devletlerin iliskilerini
ve bdélgesel gelismeleri de sekillendirebilecek bir etkiye sahiptir. Dolayisiyla TDT'nin
Turkiye ile iliskileri, kompleksin olusumunda én plana c¢ikmaktadir. Calismanin
temel amaci, TDT Uye ulkelerinin bdélgesel guvenlik kompleksini nasil ve hangi
amacla olusturduklarini incelemek ve Turkiye'nin bu kompleks icindeki rolunu
ortaya koymaktir.

UNIVERSITY

IEBEYKOZ

Calismanin temel bulgularinin, Turkiye'nin TDT'deki stratejik ©nemini siyasi, askeri,
ekonomik ve kulturel acilardan ortaya koyacadl ve bolgesel gu¢ dengesinin
olusumundaki konumunu belirleyecedi dusunulmektedir. Bu bulgularin
literaturde sinirh bir kapsama sahip olmasi gdz 6nune alindiginda, ¢alismanin
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6zgun bir nitelige sahip olmasi ve uluslararasi iliskiler ve guvenlik calismalari
alanina katkida bulunmasi beklenmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Bolgesel Guvenlik Kompleksi, Turk Devletleri Teskilatl, Turkiye,
Bolgesel Tehditler, Orta Asya

ZD‘JHHE‘I

ALISHIAINN

17



\J lobal C . .. .
P | G rencaceay BOOK OF ABSTRACTS | BiLDiRi ®ZETLERI KiTAPCIGI

AR | 1stanbul 2025

“Bolgesel isbirligi ve Catismayi1 Anlamak: Zengezur
Koridorunun Ekonomi Politigi”

Ugur Yasin ASAL, Dog. Dr.
[stanbul Ticaret Universitesi, Tlrkiye

Ozet

Gucg dengesi ve ittifak kurma yaklasimi, devletlerin temel dis politika stratejileri
arasinda yer almaktadir. Dis politikada ortak ¢ikar ve tamamlayici ¢ikarin bir unsuru
olarak gelisen guc¢ dengesi, kuresel ve bdlgesel duzeyde uygulama pratiklerine
sahiptir. KUresel duzeyde bir gu¢ dengesinin, uluslararasi sistemi etkileme duzeyine
sahip fragmantasyon ve entegrasyon sureclerinin sonucunda ortaya c¢iktigi
gorulurken, bolgesel isbirligi ve guc dengesinin devletler arasi dncelikli bir tercih
oldugu gorulmektedir. Cogu zaman kuresel bir gucun, bélgesel nUfuzunu azaltma
ve/veya engelleme cabasi olarak da gelisen bdlgesel entegrasyon, dis politikada
rasyonel tercih ve ulusal cikarin karsilikli maksimizasyonunu hedeflemektedir.
Ancak, son yillarda uluslararasi iliskilerde artan jeopolitik krizler, bolgesel ortakl ve
ayrismalar, koridorlari isbirliginin bir unsuru oldugu kadar, catismanin ve/veya karsi
guc¢ dengesinin de bir araci haline getirmektedir. Bu nedenle bdlgesel koridorlarin
devletler acgisindan tasidigr 6nem, kuresel guc dengesi ve mucadelesinin de bir
parcasl olarak degerlendiriimektedir. Bu bildirinin temel problematigi bolgesel
koridorlarin liberal bir entegrasyon amacinin otesine gecip, realist bir gu¢ dengesi
ve potansiyel catisma dinamigi haline gelmesidir. Bu temel problematigin test
edilecegi ornek olay ise “Zengezur Koridoru”dur. Zengezur koridoru, Turkiye-
Azerbaycan ve Nahcivan ortakhdini somut ve uzun vadeli kalkinma projeksiyonu
olarak ortaya koyarken, Rusya ve iran tarafindan kuskuyla yaklasilan, bélgesel bir
ittifak cabasi olarak gortlmektedir. ikinci Karabag Savasinin Azerbaycan tarafindan
kazanilmasinin ardindan bdlgesel gu¢ dengesi Azerbaycan lehine degismis, yeni
dengenin Guney Kafkasya ve Hazar denizi basta olmak Uzere Orta Asya ve Turk
dunyasi Uzerindeki etkileri yeni bir mucadele alani haline gelmistir. Bu bildiride, s6z
konusu mucadele alaninin  bdlgesel gu¢ dengelerini  hangi ydnde
etkileme/degistirme kapasitesi oldugu tartisilacaktir.

UNIVERSITY
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Anahtar Kelimeler: glc dengesi, bolgesellesme, koridor, rekabet, ekonomi politik
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“Competition in Asia-Pacific: China, India, US Strategies and
The Role of Pakistan”

Iftikhar JAFARQV, Dir.
Military Management Institute, National Defense University, Azerbaijan
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Abstract

The evolving strategic competition in the Asia-Pacific and South Asia, with
particular focus on China, India, the United States. Geopolitical rivalries, geo-
economic strategies, and shifting security doctrines are reshaping the regional
order. Through an integrated analytical framework, the research explores the
convergence of economic statecraft, military modernization, and alliance
formations. The study argues that the region is entering a phase of militarized
interdependence, marked by strategic ambiguity and multipolar volatility, raising
significant implications for regional stability and global power configurations.

Geopolitical and Economic Strategies

China'srise is anchored by its expansive economic vision through the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), designed to integrate Eurasian economies and enhance China’s
strategic depth. The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a flagship BRI
project, exemplifies China's growing influence in South Asia, providing Pakistan
with significant economic and military cooperation benefits. Concurrently, Beijing's
naval modernization and assertive territorial claims, especially in the South China
Sea and Indian Ocean, reflect its ambitions to secure strategic maritime routes and
project power regionally. India counters by pursuing strategic autonomy while
strengthening partnerships with the United States and Indo-Pacific countries
through mechanisms like the QUAD. New Delhi's emphasis on indigenous defense
capability, economic diplomacy, and its “Act East” and Indo-Pacific visions illustrate
its efforts to balance Chinese influence and assert regional leadership. India’s
maritime focus and infrastructure investments further underscore its intent to
maintain strategic space in contested waters. The United States maintains its
longstanding role as a Pacific power by reinforcing military alliances such as AUKUS
and the QUAD, along with economic engagement initiatives like the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework (IPEF). These mechanisms aim to uphold a “free and open
Indo-Pacific,” countering China’s growing assertiveness while reassuring regional
allies of U.S. commitment.

ZU)M!HEﬂ
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The Role of Pakistan in Regional Security Dynamics

Pakistan, often viewed through the lens of South Asia’s bilateral rivalry with India,
plays a pivotal and sometimes underexplored role in broader Asia-Pacific dynamics.
Its close strategic partnership with China, centered on CPEC, bolsters Beijing's
foothold in the Indian Ocean and South Asia, creating strategic depth against India.
Pakistan’s evolving naval ambitions and military modernization, partly enabled
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through Chinese support,complicate regional security calculations and amplify the
potential for conflict escalation in the Indo-Pacific arena.

Emerging Multipolarity and Militarized Interdependence

The convergence of economic statecraft, military modernization, and alliance
formation has created a state of “militarized interdependence,” where economic
ties coexist with growing security tensions. Strategic ambiguity, particularly in
maritime domains and contested border regions, coupled with the absence of
effective multilateral security frameworks, increases the risks of miscalculation and
conflict. The rise of multipolar volatility necessitates nuanced policy approaches to
manage competition without escalation.

UNIVERSITY

IE BEYKO0Z

Conclusion: The Asia-Pacific and South Asia regions exemplify the complexities of
contemporary great-power competition. The strategic actions of China, India, the
United States, and Pakistan, across geopolitical, economic, and security dimensions
are transforming the regional order. Recognizing Pakistan’s role alongside these
major powers offers a more holistic understanding of regional dynamics.

Keywords: Asia-Pacific, geopolitical and economic strategies, multipolarity
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“Competitive Interdependence and The Triangular Future of
Asia-Pacific Power Politics”

Hiba MALIK
NUST, Pakistan
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Abstract

The debate about Asia-Pacific competition is often viewed through a binary lens or
a looming Thucydides Trap, where a rising power challenges an established one.
Although backed by analytical value, it overlooks India&#39;s growing role as a
swing power in shaping the region’s future. This paper argues that Asia-Pacific
dynamics are best understood through a triangular framework that considers the
interaction of rivalry and cooperation among the three powers. To build this
framework, the paper draws on three established approaches. The strategic
triangle perspective of the Cold War emphasizes that trilateral interactions are not
merely the sum of bilateral ties, but also the triangular balance. Keohane and Nye's
concept of complex interdependence underscores that states remain
economically and institutionally entangled, even while competing, producing
relationships of both dependence and vulnerability. Power transition theory
explains how global order is destabilized when a rising power challenges an
incumbent hegemon; however, in the Asia-Pacific context, India complicates this
dyad by acting as both a partial balancer and a competitor. Building on these
insights, the paper advances three new concepts: competitive interdependence
describes the dynamic relationship between the U.S, China, and India,
characterized by simultaneous cooperation and rivalry; triangular transition
highlights how India’s choices between alignment, autonomy, or mediation will
influence whether the system evolves toward a U.S.—China bipolarity or a multipolar
accommodation and finally competitive triangularity reflects the reality of
overlapping rivalries and selective partnerships, where no single axis of competition
dominates. The paper concludes that Asia-Pacific competition is neither purely
bipolar nor fully multipolar; it is triangular and contingent. India’s trajectory will be
decisive in determining whether the region’s future is defined by confrontation,
coexistence, or a hybrid of both.
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Keywords: Asia-Pacific competition; U.S.—China rivalry; strategic triangle; complex
interdependence; competitive interdependence; triangular transition; competitive
triangularity
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“Constructivist Aspects of the UN Security Council's
Permanent Members' Conduct: The Case of Russia”

Ljupcho STOJKOVSKI, Assoc. Prof.
Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje, North Macedonia

Abstract

Being the international community’'s authority for the maintenance of
international peace and security during the past eighty years, the UN Security
Council (USNC) has been repeatedly the subject of international critique due to its
inability or unwillingness to effectively address major world conflicts. The Russian
war in Ukraine and Israel's war in Gaza are the most recent examples where this
body was not having an impact, and this is largely due to the privileged status and
the veto-holding power of two of its five permanent members (P5). Yet, even
though all P5 have the same statutory rights and privileges, such as the veto power,
not all of them act similarly. Some, namely France and the UK, have not used their
vetoes since the end of the Cold War, while others, particularly China, have
increased their use after the Cold War. While these differences between the P5 can
be explained by their differences in material power, this realist IR theoretical
approach has limitations. As constructivist IR theory points out, material factors are
not independent, or isolated but are embedded in a broader ideational, normative
framework that steers and explains the use of these material factors. This
framework includes the subjects’ ideas, perspectives and perceptions about
themselves, about the institutions that they are part of, or about international
politics in general.
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Therefore, in order to understand the P5's in and toward the UNSC better, it is
necessary to take into consideration the non-material factors, i.e. the ‘constructivist
aspects’ of their conduct — their ideas, the values, discourses and identities. This
paper will deal with the conduct in and toward the Security Council of Russia. For
Russia, the post-Cold War World is multipolar and pluralistic. Stability, a more
restrictive understanding and respect for international law are key elements of the
international order, which is collectively decided by the great powers, that is, the
victors of World War Il. Russia advocates for stability and predictability of
international relations and takes a traditional understanding of international law
emphasizing state sovereignty, non-interference in internal affairs and non-
intervention, as the bearers of international law and stability. In addition, Russia has
a restrictive interpretation of the Charter (with the exception of its implementation
in its sphere of influence), and believes that sovereignty is ranked higher than
human rights. For Russia, the Security Council is a Concert of the Great Powers, a
forum for Collective bargaining of the victors of World War Il and the creators of the
modern international order. All decisions related to global security should be the
result of the consent of the great powers. Hence, the veto has a key place in world
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politics. Additionally, the permanent membership in the Security Council as well as
its possession of nuclear weapons allow Russia to still perceive itself as a global
superpower, so it opposes anything — norm, practice, statement - that would
threaten that perception.
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Keywords: UN Security Council (UNSC); permanent five (P5); constructivism;
Russia.
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“Cok Kutupluluk ve Kiiresel Gu¢ Dagilimi Yeni Bir Denge
Arayis!”

Tabriza BAGHIROVA, Doktorant
Nahcivan Devlet Universitesi, Azerbaycan

Ozet

Bu makale, uluslararasi sistemde giderek belirginlesen cok kutupluluk egilimini ve
bunun kuresel guc¢ dengesi Uzerindeki etkilerini analiz etmeyi amacglamaktadir.
Soguk Savas sonrasiddénemde ABD’'nin tek kutuplu liderligi zamanla sorgulanmaya
baslamis; Cin, Rusya, Avrupa Birligi, Hindistan gibi aktorlerin artan ekonomik, siyasi
ve askeri kapasiteleriyle birlikte gu¢ merkezleri cesitlenmistir. Bu durum, yalnizca
askeri gug¢ degil; ayni zamanda diplomasi, teknoloji, enerji ve ekonomik etki
alanlarinda da ¢cok yonlu rekabetin dogmasina zemin hazirlamistir. GU¢ dengesi,
uluslararasi sistemde devletlerin ya da devletler gruplarinin birbirlerine karsi askeri,
ekonomik ve siyasi guclerini dengeleyerek guvenliklerini saglamaya calistiklari bir
stratejidir. Uluslararasi iliskilerin anarsik dogasinda, devletler egemenliklerini,
toprak butunluklerini ve bagimsizliklarini koruyabilmek icin rakiplerine denk bir
gug¢ seviyesine ulasma cabasi icindedir. Bu dogrultuda izlenen politikalar “gug¢
dengesi politikas!” olarak adlandirilir. Bu politikanin en yaygin araci ise devletlerin
olusturdugu ittifaklardir. Bu ittifaklar sayesinde devletler, hem uluslararasi
sistemdeki gu¢ dengesini surdurmeyi hem de olasi saldirilari caydirmayi hedefler.
Gug¢ dengesi savunuculari bu sistemin, uluslararasi istikrarin korunmasina, kugcuk
devletlerin bagimsizliklarini savunmalarina olanak tanidigina ve caydiricilik etkisi
sayesinde savaslar dnledigine inanir. Buna karsin, bazi elestirmenler devletlerin
denge kurma ugruna savasa basvurdugunu ve bu nedenle bu politikanin barisi
engelledigini savunur. Ayrica, guc¢ dengesi yaklasiminin barisi mekanik bir streg¢
olarak gordugu, uluslararasi toplumun dederlerini ve normlarini yeterince dikkate
almadigl yonunde elestiriler de bulunmaktadir. Bu nedenle, bazi uzmanlara gore
guc¢ dengesi kurami, uluslararasi iliskileri aciklamakta sinirh bir etkiye sahiptir.
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Makale, bu yeni ¢cok kutuplu duzende devletlerin nasil pozisyonlandigini, hangi
stratejilerle kUresel ya da bdlgesel etki yaratmaya calistiklarini ve bu gu¢ dengesinin
uluslararasi iliskilerde ne tur donusumlere yol actigini ele alir. Ayni zamanda,
mevcut sistemin istikrari, is birligi olanaklari ve potansiyel catisma riskleri gibi
konular da degerlendirilerek yeni bir kuresel denge arayisinin dinamikleri ortaya
konulmaktadir. GUnumuzde jeopolitik rekabetin hiz kazandigi, bloklar arasi
iliskilerin yeniden sekillendigi ve uluslararasi érgutlerin etkinliginin sorgulandigi bir
ortamda, bu calisma hem akademik hem de pratik agidan énemli bir boslugu
doldurmayi hedeflemektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: guc dengesi, cok kutupluluk, kuresel etki, bdlgesel etki,
uluslararasi sistem
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“Digital Sovereignty and Regionalization: The Role of The
Digital Cooperation Organization in The Emerging Digital
Order”

Muhammad SHABBIR, Dr.
National Defense University Islamabad (NDU), Pakistan
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Abstract

The rise of digital sovereignty has emerged as one of the most significant
transformations of the twenty-first century. While initially framed as a means of
protecting citizens, data, and national interests in the digital space, digital
sovereignty is increasingly reshaping the international system itself. Powerful
states and blocs — such as the European Union, the United States, China, and
Russia — are consolidating their own models of digital governance. The European
Union pursues a regulatory framework grounded in privacy and rights-based
protections; the United States projects influence through platform dominance;
China promotes its cyber-sovereignty model anchored in state control; and Russia
advances a more securitized, state-centric vision of the digital sphere. Collectively,
these competing approaches are fragmenting the universality of the Internet and
generating new geopolitical rivalries in cyberspace. For countries of the Global
South — particularly those in West Asia, the Gulf, Africa, and South Asia — these
developments present a double-edged challenge.

On the one hand, they face intensified vulnerability to external pressures,
technological dependency, and the imposition of uneven governance standards.
On the other hand, they are confronted with the task of ensuring their digital
autonomy and protecting space for inclusive development. The core problem is
thus how these states, individually and collectively, can respond to the
consolidation of digital sovereignty without being relegated to passive rule-takers
in a fractured digital landscape.

This paper argues that the Digital Cooperation Organization (DCO) represents a
novel and timely institutional response to this challenge. Unlike traditional regional
blocs that are organized primarily around economic or security cooperation, the
DCO is dedicated specifically to digital cooperation, positioning itself as a platform
for resilience, innovation, and collective bargaining. Ilts diverse membership —
spanning West Asia, the Gulf, Africa, and South Asia — offers a geographic and
political base broad enough to support cross-regional digital governance yet
flexible enough to prioritize local needs. By examining the DCQO'’s founding vision
and initiatives, the paper highlights its potential to provide member states with a
collective voice in shaping the evolving digital order. Using Pakistan as a case studly,
the research illustrates how a founding member can leverage the DCO to balance
external pressures while advancing cybersecurity, digital trade, and inclusive
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governance. The analysis situates the DCO within broader debates on
regionalization, arguing that it offers a pathway for Global South countries to
transform digital sovereignty from a source of vulnerability into an opportunity for
strategic autonomy and inclusive digital growth. The study contributes to both
theory and practice by demonstrating how the DCO can serve as a model of
regional digital cooperation, capable of safeguarding autonomy, promoting
accessibility, and enabling Global South states to participate more actively in
shaping the global digital order.
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Keywords: digital sovereignty; regionalization; Digital Cooperation Organization
(DCO); Global South; Pakistan; inclusive digital growth
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“Dijital Egemenlik ve Teknolojik Rekabet: Kuresel Agdaki
Bolgesel Bloklar”

OJuzhan MANIOGLU, Doktorant
stanbul Kent Universitesi, Ttrkiye
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Ozet

Uluslararasi sistemde guc rekabeti, artik yalnizca askeri ya da ekonomik duzlemde
degil; dijital altyapilar, veri guvenligi ve yapay zekd gibi alanlarda da
yogunlasmaktadir. Bu ¢cercevede “dijital egemenlik” kavrami, hem devletlerin siber
uzaydaki yetki iddialarini hem de bolgesel ve kuresel dluzeyde olusan teknolojik
bloklasmalari tanimlamak icin kullaniimaktadir. Bu calisma, dijital egemenlik
baglaminda ortaya cikan bolgesel kutuplasmalari inceleyerek, teknolojik altyapilar
Uzerinden kurulan yeni gug iliskilerini analiz etmeyi amaclamaktadir.

Calismada ABD, Cin ve Avrupa Birligi'nin dijital politikalari karsilastirmali olarak ele
alinmakta; 6zellikle 5G teknolojileri, bUyUk veri guvenligi, yapay zeka regulasyonlari
ve dijital pazarlara ydnelik kisitlamalar Uzerinden gelisen stratejik yaklasimlar
incelenmektedir. Avrupa'nin “teknolojik stratejik 6zerklik” hedefi, Cin'in “dijital ipek
yolu" girisimi ve ABD’'nin kuresel teknoloji devleri araciligiyla olusturdugu etki alani
bu baglamda degerlendirilmektedir.

) ZoAaslal

5 ALISHIAIND

Ayrica, dijital teknolojilerin jeopolitik etkileri bagdlaminda Turkiye, Hindistan ve
Guney Kore gibi “yUkselen dijital aktérlerin” konumu da analiz edilerek, kuresel
agdaki bolgesellesmenin ¢ok kutuplu dinamikleri ortaya konmaktadir. Sonug
olarak, dijital egemenlige dayali bu yeni bdlgesellesme bicimi, klasik cografi
sinirlardan bagimsiz, veri merkezli ve algoritmik bir duzlemde gerceklesmekte; bu
da uluslararasi iliskilerde yeni bir paradigma degisimine isaret etmektedir. Calisma,
bu dénusumu anlamak adina kuramsal ve ampirik bir zemin sunmayi
hedeflemektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: dijital egemenlik; teknolojik rekabet; dijital bolgesellesme; veri
guvenligi; stratejik 6zerklik
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“Diplomatic Relations Between Taiwan and Somaliland, and
The China: Factor in Somaliland (2020-2024)"

Saad MOHAMED, Director
The Horn of Africa Research and Strategic Advisory (HORASA), Somalia

Abstract

Somaliland and Taiwan have built a diplomatic relationship since 2020. At the same
time, China has been trying to strengthen its influence in the Horn of Africa and
pressures Somaliland to cut its diplomatic ties with Taiwan. This article aims to
illustrate how Taiwan and China engage in both official and unofficial diplomatic
competition in Somaliland and what this means for geopolitics in the Horn of Africa,
as well as how it challenges the mainstream focus on Africa-China relations within
the discipline of international relations. The first part of this article will depict the
diplomatic histories of both Somaliland-China and Somaliland-Taiwan. | will
highlight the key factors that contributed to the “diplomatic turn” in 2020, when
Somaliland began building ties with Taiwan, and the ongoing competition
between Taiwan and China from 2020 to the present, considering how
Somaliland’s clan politics, geopolitics, and the China factor shape the political
landscape. In the second part, i analyze the significance of Taiwan’'s diplomatic
relations with Somaliland. It is worth noting that although China attempts to
influence the political situation in Somaliland, the United States and the United
Arab Emirates maintain more substantial and closer relations with the Somaliland
government. Additionally, Taiwan also plays an important, albeit subtle, role in this
dynamic. On one hand, Somaliland’'s government has proclaimed that Taiwanis a
“permanentstrategic ally,” and Taiwan's government has declared its commmitment
to promoting substantive diplomacy that goes beyond the traditional aid model.
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However, the impactof this relationship on the political situation in Somaliland and
Taiwan remains unclear, particularly regarding whether Somaliland and Taiwanese
society can develop more connections, as Taiwan's conservative bureaucracy and
private sector limit many possibilities.

Keywords: Taiwan; diplomatic relations; China; USA; UAE
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“Education as a Humanitarian Need and Community
Response in Conflict-Affected Areas: Insights from the Great
Lakes Region, DRC”

Jaél ZAWADI| GASINDIKIRA, PhD Cand.
War Child Alliance, DR Congo
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Abstract

Armed conflicts in the Great Lakes region, particularly in the Democratic Republic
of Congo, have profound and multidimensional impacts on local communities.
Children are among the most affected, with their rights, especially the right to
education, severely disrupted. In this context, education cannot be viewed solely as
a fundamental right or policy objective; it represents a critical humanitarian need
and a key mechanism of protection for vulnerable populations. Educational harms
include prolonged learning interruptions, destruction of school infrastructure,
forced recruitment by armed groups, and psychosocial trauma resulting from
exposure to violence. These challenges create an urgent need for educational
interventions that not only ensure continuity of learning but also protect children,
foster resilience, and support social cohesion in unstable environments.

Local communities play a central role in responding to these educational needs.
Initiatives such as community schools, informal tutoring programs, safe learning
spaces, and psychosocial support exemplify “proximity protection,” simultaneously
promoting safety, learning, and resilience. These responses also demonstrate the
capacity of local actors to negotiate with armed groups and mobilize limited
resources, reflecting a resilience-focused approach adapted to conflict realities.

ZU)M!HEﬂ

ALISHIAIND

This study examines the protective factors and mechanisms emerging from
community-led initiatives, highlighting how educational responses can address
immediate needs while contributing to broader social stability and regional
security. Drawing on the Beyond Compliance Consortium framework, it positions
education as an integrated community response to humanitarian needs—
combining recognition of educational harms, identification of local needs, and
implementation of protective measures. By centering practices on the lived
experiences of children and communities, this approach generates evidence that
can inform humanitarian and regional policy. It further suggests that education can
serve as a lever to strengthen individual and collective resilience, mitigate the
multidimensional impacts of armed conflict, and support sustainable protection
and development strategies in the Great Lakes region.

Keywords: educational harm; humanitarian need; community response;
protection; resilience
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“Ekonomik Milliyetcilik ve Ticaretin Savaslari: Trumpizm
Baglaminda Yeni Korumacihik”

Tugcenur EKINCI FURTANA, Dr. Ogr. Uyesi
[stanbul Sabattin Zaim Universitesi, Tlrkiye

Ozet

Yirmibirinci yUzyilin ikinci on yilinin sonlarina dogru, kuresel ticaret sisteminde
derin degisimlere yol acacak yeni bir korumacilik dalgasi ortaya cikmistir. Bu
donusumun 6nemli aktérlerinden biri, ABD'nin 45. baskani Donald J. Trump’in
ekonomive dis ticaret politikalaridir. Trump déneminde uygulanan “Once Amerika”
(America First) doktrini, geleneksel liberal ekonomik gorusleri yanastirmak
suretiyle ekonomik milliyetciligi éne cikaran ve agresif bir korumacilik anlayisini
icerir. Bu baglamda, Trump yonetimi gumruk tarifelerini bir dis politika araci olarak
kullanmis ve Cin ile yasanan ticaret savasi gibi olaylarla birlikte, NAFTA'nin yeniden
muzakere edilmesi ve Dlnya Ticaret Orguti’ne ydnelik bazi radikal uygulamalari
basta olmak Uzere onemli reformlar gergeklestirmistir. Bu calisma, Trump
doneminde ortaya cikan korumaci egilimleri “ekonomik milliyetcilik” ve
“hegemonya teorisi” basliklarinda inceleyerek analiz etmeyi amaclamaktadir.
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Ticaretin sadece ekonomik konu degil ayni zamanda stratejik ve jeopolitik bir ara¢
olarak kullaniimasinin dogurdugu sonuclar, Amerikan hegemonyasinin dénusum
sureciyle iliskilendirilerek incelenmektedir. Calisma, literatur taramasi, sdylem
analizi ve karsilastirmali politika incelemesi yontemleri kullanilarak hazirlanmis
olup, Trumpizmin klasik serbest ticaret normlarina karsi ¢cikmasinin hem kuresel
ticaret rejimi hem de bdlgesel ekonomik bloklar Uzerindeki etkilerini
tartismaktadir. Ayrica, uluslararasi ticaretin normatif temellerinin sorgulandigi bu
donemde ekonomik milliyetciligin yeni korumacilik dalgasiyla nasil entegre
olacagini gosterirken, ticaretin siyasallasmasi olgusuna dair elestirel bir cerceve
sunmayl hedeflemektedir.
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Anahtar Kelimeler: yeni korumacilik; ekonomik milliyetcilik; Trumpizm; ticaret
savaslari; uluslararasi ticaret politikalari
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“Evaluation of Israel Palestinian Attacks from 7 October to
The Present Day in Terms of International Humanitarian Law”

Arzu AL, Prof. Dr.
Marmara University, Turkiye
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Hatice Vildan KABASAKAL
Marmara University, Turkiye

Abstract

It is clear that the international system needs a law-based structure in order to
achieve peace and order. Especially after the Second World War, it is seen that the
efforts of the international community in this direction have intensified. In this
context, various international organizations have been established in order to build
and protect peace, especially the United Nations (UN), and important steps have
been taken in the field of international law. However, states or other actors try to
achieve justice by using force instead of resorting to law from time to time, which
distracts from the solution of problems, leading to the transformation of conflicts
into a power struggle. This raises various questions about the effectiveness and
reliability of UN and international law. A concrete example of the relevant
statement is the Israeli-Palestinian issue. This study aims to examine the aggressive
policies of Israel against the people of the region following the armed attack on
Israel by Hamas on 7 October 2023. These policies are aimed at explaining by
evaluating them in the context of International Humanitarian Law.

Keywords: Israel; Palestine; international humanitarian law; Israeli-
Palestinian Issue
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“Everyday Diplomacy, Protective Ecosystems, and The Role
of Diasporas in The Northwest Syria Between 2011-2024"”

Marie KORTAM, Dr.
York University / War Child, UK

Abstract

Northwest Syria (NWS) has become emblematic of the challenges posed by
protracted armed conflict and fragmented governance. After more than a decade
of war, civilians face overlapping crises of displacement, bombardment, economic
collapse, and institutional vacuum. In this environment, conventional approaches
to civilian protection—grounded in international humanitarian law and top-down
compliance frameworks—prove insufficient. The Beyond Compliance Consortium
(BCC) emphasizes that protection and restraint cannot be reduced to legal
categories alone; they must also account for the everyday practices of survival,
negotiation, and resilience that commmunities themselves generate.

UNIVERSITY
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This paper situates NWS as a case study of community-based diplomacy in
practice. Local councils, grassroots organizations, and NGOs mediate humanitarian
access, negotiate with armed actors, and sustain essential services in areas where
state institutions have collapsed. Civil society initiatives create protective spaces for
education, healthcare, and local governance, often relying on trust-based networks
rather than formal authority. At the same time, diaspora communities play a crucial
role by providing remittances, transnational advocacy, and international visibility,
thereby linking local realities to broader regional and global arenas.

UNIVERSITY
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By foregrounding the lived experiences of harm and protection in NWS, based on
intensive fieldwork through observations and interviews, the paper demonstrates
how communities actively reshape security relations “from below.” These practices
neither replace nor replicate formal diplomacy, but they reconfigure it—creating
hybrid forms of negotiation and governance that mitigate violence and carve out
spheres of civilian agency.

Through the lens of NWS, the paper contributes to wider debates on regional
security by showing that resilience and restraint often emerge not from
institutional frameworks but fromm community-driven protective ecosystems. This
bottom-up perspective offers essential insights for understanding not only Syria
but also other conflict-affected regions where local actors, NGOs, and diasporas are
indispensable to both survival and stability.

Keywords: NorthWest Syria; civil society; diplomacy; protection; conflict;
governance
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“Filistin’in Devletlesmesi: Uluslararasi Hukuk Cercevesinde
Guvenlik Mimarisi ve Mekansal Sureklilik”

Abdulkadir TOK, Av.
Turkiye Barolar Birligi, Tarkiye
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Ozet

7 Ekim sonrasinda Filistin'in devlet olarak taninirligindaki artis, sahadaki hukuki ve
fiill gerceklik arasindaki acigi daha gérundr kildi. israil'in isgal, ilhak ve yerlesim
politikalar; isgal altindaki topraklarda sivillerin korunmasi, toprak edinmenin
yasakligi ve ilhakin hukumsuzlugu gibi uluslararasi hukuk ilkeleriyle catisiyor. Bu
politikalar, Bati Seria, Dogu Kudus ve Gazze arasinda cografi surekliligi keserek
Filistin'in devletlesme surecini mekansal ve ydnetsel olarak kilitliyor; etkin yonetim,
yekpare idari alan ve kamusal hizmet surekliligini zayiflatiyor. Calisma tartismayi
uluslararasi hukuk cercevesinde kurar ve “uluslararasi hukukla uyumlu bir guvenlik
mimarisi” perspektifi dnerir. Analitik cerceve; devlet olma kriterleri (Montevideo),
isgal hukukunun temel kurallari (Cenevre/Lahey), kuvvet kullanma ve ilhak yasag,
self-determinasyon hakki ve tanima pratiklerine dayanir.

Yontem olarak karsilastirmali vaka analizi (Bati Seria, Dogu Kudus, Gazze),
dokUman analizi (BMGK ve BMGM Kararlari, ICJ/ICC sUre¢c ve gorUsleri, BM
OCHA/UNSCO ve Dunya Bankas! raporlari, AB konum belgeleri, insan haklari
orgutleri bulgulari) ve mevcut mekansal calismalarin sonuclari birlikte kullanilir.
Boylece hem normatif cerceve hem de sahadaki uygulama arasindaki bosluk
sistematik bicimmde gdérunur kilinir. Bulgular, yerlesim aglari, bypass yollari ve
kontrol noktalariyla derinlesen cografi parcalanmanin Montevideo’nun “toprak” ve
“etkin yonetim” unsurlarini pratikte asindirdigini; Alan A/B/C rejimi ile Dogu KudUs
ve Gazze'de egemenlik yetkilerinin sinirlandirilmasinin idari batunluk, ic guvenlik
koordinasyonu ve adalet/hizmet sunumunda surekliligi bozdugunu goésterir. Artan
diplomatik taninma ve self-determinasyon vurgusu mesruiyet boyutunu
guclendirse de sahadaki hukuk ihlalleri ve mekansal kesintiler giderilmedikce
istikrar Uretmez.

) ZoAaslal
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Bu nedenle calisma, hukuka uygun ve uygulanabilir asgari bir esikler seti dnerir: (i)
Gazze-Bati Seria-Dogu Kudus arasinda uluslararasi gozetimli baglanti koridorlari
ve seffaf gecis rejimleri (akill denetim ve badimsiz dogrulama dahil); (ii) isgal
hukuku ve insan haklarn standartlariyla uyumlu, asamali ve olgulebilir guvenlik
sektdéru reformu; (iii) takvime baglanmis, denetime acik yetki devri (sinir, gumruk,
kaynak yonetimi), veri-temelli izleme ve ihtilaf cozUm mekanizmalari. TUrkiye, Misir,
Urdin ve AB'nin dahil olacadi cok tarafli bir garantérlUk/izieme yapisiyla bu
adimlarin hayata gecirilmesi, 7 Ekim sonrasi olusan diplomatik ivmenin sahadaki
hukuki ve kurumsal gerceklige donusmesinin zorunlu &n kosulu olarak
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sunulmaktadir. Bu yaklasim, istikrarin Uretimini normatif mesruiyet ile somut
mekansal ve yonetsel kapasitenin eszamanli tesisi Uzerinden kurgular.
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“Hedging in The Western Balkans - Why is It an Option for
Serbia and North Macedonia?”

Aleksandar MITIC, Dr.
Institute of International Politics and Economics, Serbia
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Institute of International Politics and Economics, Serbia

Abstract

Growing multipolarization has increased the complexity of strategic dilemmas
faced by small states worldwide. Hedging — a strategy of simultaneously engaging
with rival power centres to mitigate risks — has thus emerged as a crucial
instrument for states that cannot afford to fully align with any one dominant actor.
Its geographic scope has expanded from Southeast Asia to the Middle East, the
Caucasus and, in the last decade, to the Western Balkans. The Republic of Serbia
has since 2014 pursued in parallel a policy of Eastward hedging while formally
negotiating EU membership, with a particularly strong accent on cooperation with
the People’'s Republic of China. Serbia’s southern neighbour, North Macedonia,
started its EU negotiations in 2022, after decades of political conditioning and
despite NATO membership. Yet, both countries have found their EU talks stalled,
primarily by foreign political conditioning of the process, but also the complicated
geopolitical environment. For Serbia, it includes primarily, albeit not exclusively, the
question of the status of its province of Kosovo and Metohija, which unilateral
declaration of independence has been recognized by all but five EU members. For
North Macedonia, the main obstacle remains neighbouring Bulgaria's blockage
due to historical and linguistic disputes which cut deeply into the nation’s identity.
In both Serbia and North Macedonia, polls increasingly show that citizens feel the
cost of the “European path” had been too high and detrimental to national
interests, while at the same time, the realistic timeframe for ending membership
talks appears further and further away. Thus, both countries, while in many aspects
different, seek their own ways to explore new strategic options to practice hedging
while not abandoning EU talks. This paper will analyse the scope of the two
neighbouring countries’ hedging strategies, their motivations, policy applications,
and constraints.

Keywords: multipolarization; hedging; Balkans; Serbia; North Macedonia; EU
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“Horn of Africa and Turkiye”

Zoltan EGERESI, Dr.
Ludovika - University of Public Service, Hungary

Abstract

Over the past two decades, Turkiye has emerged as an increasingly influential
external actor in the Horn of Africa, a region long shaped by the competing
interests of global and regional powers. Ankara's multidimensional engagement—
ranging from humanitarian aid and development cooperation to military
agreements and diplomatic initiatives—has positioned Turkiye as a significant
player in shaping the political, economic, and security landscape of countries such
as Somalia, Ethiopia, and Sudan. This paper examines the drivers, strategies, and
implications of Turkey's presence in the Horn of Africa, situating it within Ankara’s
broader “Africa Opening” and its aspiration to act as a bridge between the Global
North and South. By analyzing Turkey's use of soft power instruments, such as the
Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TiKA), religious and educational
networks, alongside its hard power footprint, including the establishment of its
largest overseas military base in Mogadishu, the study evaluates the sustainability
of Turkey's influence. Furthermore, the paper highlights how Turkey's involvement
intersects with the agendas of other actors -China, the Gulf states, and Western
Powers- raising questions about competition, cooperation, and regional autonomy.
Ultimately, the research argues that Turkey's activities in the Horn of Africa illustrate
both the opportunities and limits of middle power activism in a contested
geopolitical environment.
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“How The Fallouts of The Ukraine War Changed The South
Caucasus: Present Dynamics and Future Prospects”

Vasif HUSEYNQV, Dr.
AIR Center/Khazar University, Azerbaijan
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Abstract

The Ukraine war has generated transformative ripple effects across the South
Caucasus, altering power dynamics and opening new strategic trajectories for
Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia. This paper asks: How have the geopolitical
fallouts of the Ukraine war reshaped the regional order in the South Caucasus,
and what future prospects can be envisaged in light of diminishing Russian
influence and growing external engagement? The analysis demonstrates that
while the ultimate outcome of the war in Ukraine will be decisive for the region’s
long-term orientation, several changes are already visible. Armenia and Azerbaijan,
in particular, have accelerated their drift away from Russia’'s orbit. Armenia has
deepened its political and security ties with Western actors, while Azerbaijan has
consolidated its position as a pivotal regional actor through military victories,
energy diplomacy, and a carefully managed multivector foreign policy. Georgia,
however, occupies a more precarious position. With approximately 20 percent of
its territory under Russian control, the threat of renewed military escalation is more
acute there than in Armenia or Azerbaijan, compelling Thbilisi to act with greater
caution in its policies towards Moscow despite its Euro-Atlantic aspirations. At the
same time, the expanding involvement of external powers—including the
European Union, the United States, China, Turkey, and Iran—has further
complicated the regional landscape, particularly in areas of energy security,
connectivity, and conflict management. The findings suggest that the South
Caucasus is moving from a Russia-centered security framework toward a
contested geopolitical crossroads where overlapping agendas create both risks of
instability and opportunities for cooperative frameworks. The paperconcludes that
the trajectory of regional developments will hinge not only on the outcome of the
Ukraine war, but also on the ability of South Caucasus states to leverage external
partnerships while maintaining a degree of strategic autonomy.
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“Imperial Cartographies and the Structural Hegemony of
International Law”

Nasir QADRI, PhD. Cand.
Koc University, Turkiye

Abstract

International law has long functioned as a hegemonic apparatus, structuring
global power through legal vocabularies that naturalize imperial dominance. Far
from being a neutral or universal legal order, its epistemic foundations remain
profoundly Eurocentric, embedded in the colonial logic that shaped its formative
doctrines. As David Kennedy argues, international law does not merely describe the
world. However, it actively constructs and legitimizes power, enabling dominant
states to inscribe their political, legal, and economic values as normative universals.
This epistemic violence is acutely visible in the operations of international
organizations, which have functioned less as forums for global cooperation than as
instruments for consolidating imperial governance. While ostensibly neutral, these
institutions shape world order by perpetuating imperial geographies, sustaining
economic asymmetries, and enforcing neoliberal orthodoxy as a hegemonic
project.

UNIVERSITY
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Building on the insights of Third World Approaches to International Law (TWAIL),
particularly the works of Antony Anghie, Sundhya Pahuja, and BS Chimni, this
paper contends that international law has never undergone a true decolonization
but continues to structure the world through hierarchies of race, capital, and
empire. Institutions such as the IMF, World Bank, and WTO have entrenched
economic dependencies through legal instruments that discipline postcolonial
states into a rigid framework of debt, austerity, and market liberalization,
disproportionately disadvantaging the Global South. This imperial legal
cartography is not confined to economic governance; it extends to security
institutions such as NATO and political bodies like the United Nations, where voting
rights, membership structures, and norm production continue to privilege former
colonial powers while marginalizing alternative legal and political imaginaries. The
entrenchment of these structures reveals that international law's failure to achieve
universality is not an incidental flaw but a structural inevitability.

UNIVERSITY
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Nevertheless, if international law has historically been a site of domination, can it
also be reclaimed as a terrain of resistance? This paper interrogates the possibility
of international organizations as counter-hegemonic spaces, questioning whether
subaltern states and marginalized communities can leverage these institutions to
challenge dominant power configurations. Drawing from critical legal studies and
postcolonial international legal theory, this paper argues that the enduring
Eurocentrism of international law is neither a historical residue nor a contingent
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failure but an intrinsic limitation that continues to dictate the Global South’s legal,
economic, and political subordination. By critically reassessing international law’s
hegemonic structures, this paper seeks to interrogate whether resistance within
these institutions is possible or whether their foundational logic renders them
irredeemably complicit in perpetuating imperial rule.
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“Implications of Political System Change in Syria on Turkey’s
Energy Policy”

Rahmat HAJIMINEH, Assoc. Prof.
Islamic Azad University, Iran

Ebrahim Rezaei RAD, PhD Cand.
Islamic Azad University, Iran
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Following the collapse of Bashar al-Assad’s regime in Syria in December 2024 and
the beginning of the transitional period with the rise of a Turkey-aligned
government, a transformation has occurred that has fundamentally altered not
only Syria's domestic political landscape but also the balance of power in the Middle
East. This profound shift has had a direct impact on regional relations and, in
particular, on Turkey's energy policy a country that has consistently considered
energy security and its position as a regional transit hub among the foremost
priorities of its foreign policy, owing to its geopolitical location. This study,
employing a qualitative and analytical approach and relying on geopolitical and
economic data, seeks to examine the implications of Syria's political transition and
the emergence of the interim government for Turkey's energy policy. The
theoretical framework of this research is grounded in the theory of energy
diplomacy, which explains the interaction between international structures and
domestic variables in shaping foreign policy.
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The central research question is: What effect does the political transition in Syria
have on Turkey's energy policy? In response to this question, the main hypothesis
is that the rise of a Turkey-aligned government in Syria and the beginning of a
period of relative political stability will create new opportunities for Turkey in the
field of energy, given the alignment of the Syrian government with Ankara;
however, the full realization of these opportunities is conditional upon the new
Syrian government’s ability to consolidate domestic stability and manage the
competition among regional and global powers. The findings indicate that the first
regional effect of this political shift is the emergence of relative calm in Syria and a
reduction in the costs associated with insecurity along energy transit routes.
Turkey, which has long pursued diversification of import routes and a reduction of
dependence on limited suppliers, can now take advantage of Syria's geopolitical
position to reactivate oil and gas pipeline projects that were suspended for years
due to the civil war, and even assume a more pivotal role in energy transfer in
coordination with the European Union. Furthermore, access to Syria's potential oil
and gas resources and the possibility of joint investment in rebuilding the country’s
energy infrastructure open a new horizon for Turkey's energy policy. In this regard,
the political transition in Syria and the rise of its new leadership present Turkey with
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opportunities those are far more significant than threats in the realm of energy
policy. These opportunities enable Turkey to strengthen its position as a regional
energy hub and secure more diverse routes for its energy supply.

Nevertheless, full exploitation of these opportunities will only be possible if the new
Syrian government succeeds in maintaining domestic stability and if Turkey adopts
a balanced and prudent foreign policy in response to regional rivalries and
international pressures. Therefore, the recent political transformation in Syria
should not be seen as an endpoint but rather as the beginning of a redefinition of
energy relations and geopolitical Dynamics between the two countries.
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Keywords: Syria; Turkey; energy policy; geopolitics of energy; energy security;
Mediterranean Sea
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“India’s Strategic Autonomy in the Age of Great Power
Rivalry”

Syeda Tahreem BUKHARI
Center for International Strategic Studies-AJK, Pakistan

Abstract

The rising competition is pivot to Asia-Pacific, with reemergence of great powers
US, China, and Russia. Regional powers are wielding great influence in international
system altering the distribution of power through its tilt towards particular bloc. It
has created both risks and opportunities for the regional states. India’s strategic
alignment with the US to curtail China's growing influence serves its strategic
interests, where it secured major agreements with the US in various domains
including defense, critical technology and space. While it was still dependent on
Russia for defense and on China for trade. It aligned with the great powers in
specific areas where its interests associated. The growing uncertainties in
geostrategic environment made it difficult for the states to pursue strategic
autonomy as evident in past. This strategic shift poses intricate challenges to the
prevailing order. India’s strategic autonomy unable to yield significant influence
among the great powers, where the US is skeptic of its strategic partnership with a
looming fear of strategic abandonment. Moreover, its strategic ambitions to
become a regional hegemon further complicated where states under India’s
influence are recalibrating their alignments gravitating towards China as evident
in anti-India sentiments in Maldives, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Bhutan. The study
is analyzed through the lens of neo-realism by Kenneth Waltz, which defines how
state behavior is determined by the international system and the distribution of
power. The deeper structural realities that defines the patterns of cooperation or
conflict in international system constrains India’'s room for maneuver. The
qualitative research method is applied in this research to analyze primary and
secondary data.
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“Information Access Management in Digital Systems”
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Military Sciences, Alexandru cel Bun Military Academy of the Armed
Forces, Moldova
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Abstract

In the contemporary digital ecosystem, information systems play a pivotal role in
supporting organizational processes, enabling real-time communication, and
storing vast amounts of critical data. As the scope and complexity of these systems
expand, so too does the challenge of ensuring secure, reliable, and efficient access
to information resources. Unauthorized access, data breaches, and the misuse of
sensitive information pose significant threats not only to individual organizations
but also to national security, particularly in sectors where confidentiality and
operational continuity are paramount.
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This paper examines the concept, principles, and practical implementation of
information access management within modern information systems. The
research begins with an analysis of the theoretical foundations of access control,
exploring classical models such as Discretionary Access Control (DAC), Mandatory
Access Control (MAC), and Role-Based Access Control (RBAC), as well as more
adaptive approaches like Attribute-Based Access Control (ABAC). These models are
evaluated in terms of their applicability to different organizational contexts, with a
focus on scalability, flexibility, and resilience against cyber threats.

The study further addresses the technological enablers of effective Access
management, including multi-factor authentication (MFA), identity and access
management (IAM) platforms, encryption techniques, and continuous monitoring
systems. Special attention is given to the integration of access control mechanisms
with emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence, blockchain, and zero-
trust architectures, which offer enhanced capabilities for detecting anomalies,
preventing unauthorized activities, and ensuring data integrity.

Through a combination of literature review, comparative analysis, and case studies,
the paper highlights the necessity of a multi-layered and adaptive approach to
Access management. The findings suggest that relying on a single access control
model is insufficient in the face of rapidly evolving cyber threats. Instead, the most
effective strategies are those that integrate technical solutions with organizational
policies, user education, and regular system audits.
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The paper argues that robust information access management not only
strengthens the security posture of information systems but also contributes to
operational efficiency, compliance with data protection regulations, and
stakeholder trust. By providing a comprehensive framework for secure access to
digital resources, organizations can better safeguard their assets and maintain the
integrity, confidentiality, and availability of critical information.

Keywords: information access management; access control; information systems
security; identity and access management; cybersecurity; zero-trust architecture
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“Institutional Evolution in National Cybersecurity: Lessons
from Italian Cyber Security Agency “ACN" for Turkiye’s “SGB”
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Gazi University, Turkiye
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Abstract

The digital transformation of government institutions has positioned cybersecurity
as a central pillar of national security and strategic resilience. In response to the
growing complexity of cyber threats, many European states have restructured their
cybersecurity governance to ensure stronger central coordination and policy
coherence. This study investigates Italy’'s establishment of the National
Cybersecurity Agency (ACN — Agenzia per la Cybersicurezza Nazionale) in 2021 as a
benchmark case for institutional centralization and examines its implications for
Turkiye's emerging Secretariat of Cybersecurity (SGB -Siber GUvenlik Baskanligi) in
2025.

Drawing upon policy documents, legislative frameworks, and international
cybersecurity indices, the study adopts a comparative analytical approach to assess
both countries’ models of cybersecurity governance. Findings indicate that Italy’s
ACN successfully unifies technical, strategic, and regulatory functions within a
single agency, strengthening intersectoral coordination and European Union
compliance. In contrast, Turkey's cybersecurity structure subsisted multi-actor and
functionally distributed across bodies such as the Digital Transformation Office
(DDO), the National Cyber Incidents Response Center (USOM), and sectoral CERTSs.
Yet eventually the establishment of the SGB signals an institutional shift toward
centralization and strategic governance. More to the point, Italy’'s ACN operates in
close coordination with the “Sistema di Informazione per la Sicurezza della
Repubblica” (SIS), namely ltalian Intelligence Community, ensuring an integrated
approach between cybersecurity, intelligence, and national defense. This synergy
provides a potential model for Turkiye, where a more formalized relationship
between the SGB and national intelligence structures could strengthen strategic
foresight and cyber threat intelligence capabilities.

The paper concludes that Italy's ACN offers valuable lessons for Turkiye's
institutional design: consolidating strategic coordination under a single authority,
embedding multi-stakeholder participation, and harmonizing national regulations
with global cybersecurity standards. Ultimately, the study highlights that national
cybersecurity governance represents not only a technological imperative but also
a reflection of a state’s adaptive capacity and sovereignty in the digital
transformation age.
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“Iran’s Regional Role in Turkiye and India Relations in Trump
2.0 Era”

Farzan Safari SABET, PhD Cand.
University of Tehran, Iran

Abstract

Iran is located at the crossroads of Asia, Europe and Africa. it shares land and
maritime borders with 15 countries such as Azerbaijan, Armenia, Turkiye, Iraq,
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, UAE, Qatar, Oman, Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Turkmenistan. Currently projects such as the development of the Chabahar port,
the International North-South Transit Corridor and the Iran-Pakistan-India Pipeline
are under development but due to US sanctions and Trump'’s withdrawal from the
JCPOA, the completion of these projects lag behind. One actor which has a
sgnificant share in the development of these projects is India. India as a rising
power in South Asia and West Asia/Middle East has tremendous interests which is
currently pursuing in the region. One would be the India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor or IMEC. Since 2025, India has become the 4th largest economy
and is set to become one of the top 3 major economic powerhouses after the US
and China in the coming years. Since contemporary times, Iran has been a focal
and meeting point for great powers along the Silk Route during the eras of the
Ottomon, Safavid and Mughal period. Today in a world of growing economic
uncertainty, transit routes play a great role in the foreign policy and economic
prowess of a country. Iran and India are both members of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) and BRICS, organizations in which Turkiye is an
invited member and a dialogue partner. The purpose of this research is to
determine the regional role of Iran as a nexus partner between India and Turkiye as
well as mediator and facilitator for greater regional and global/organizational
economic cooperation, development and integration by using methods of foreign
policy analysis and geopolitical analysis. The other aim of this paper is also to
examine the future prospects of Iranian, Turkiye and Indian foreign policies as well
as challenges such as tariffs and sanctions face during the era of Trump 2.0 while
pursuing economic integration.
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“|kinci Karabag Savasi Sonrasi Giiney Kafkasya’nin Jeopolitik
Donlsumu: Azerbaycan-Ermenistan Baris Arayisi ve Bolgesel

Etkiler”

Seyda CEVIKEL, Dr. Ogretim Uyesi -
Eskisehir Osmangazi Universitesi, Tlrkiye §§
Bahar Ozsoy, Doc. Dr.

Haci Bayram Veli Universitesi, Turkiye

Ozet

ikinci Karabag Savasl ve 2023 yilinda Azerbaycan tarafindan gerceklestirilen anti

terdr hareketi sonrasinda Guney Kafkasya'daki belirsizlik ve kaotik ortam buyuk

oranda ortadan kalkmistir. Rusya ve AB'nin bdlgedeki baris arayislarindaki
arabulucuk cabalarina ABD'nin de dahil olmasi Kafkasya jeopolitiginde yeni bir
denklemin olusmaya basladigina isaret etmektedir. Bu surecteki is birligi ve baris
cabalarinin merkezinde ulasim koridorlari bulunmaktadir.

10 Kasim 2020 tarihinde imzalanan U¢li mutabakatin ardindan 6ne ¢ikan Zengezur

Koridoru Azerbaycan'i Ermenistan Uzerinden Nahcivan ve Turkiye'ye badlayacak 5
stratejik bir girisimdir. Dogu-bati ticaretine katki saglayacak en énemli kuresel %g
projelerden biri olarak anilan Zengezur Koridoru AB ve Rusya tarafindan da R

desteklenmektedir. 2021 Haziran ayinda Azerbaycan ve Turkiye arasinda imzalanan
Susa Beyannamesi ile ismi ilk kez bir uluslararasi belgede kullanilan Zengezur
Koridoruna yakin zamana kadar iran ve Ermenistan sicak bakmamistir. iran’in
koridoru bir ulusal guvenlik tehdidi olarak géordligu ve bdlgede NATO etkisinin
artmasindan kusku duydugu bilinmektedir. Benzer sekilde Erivan yonetimi ise
koridorun Azerbaycan ve Turkiye'nin bdlgedeki nufuzunu artiracagl endisesi ile
bdlgedeki tum altyapilarin yeniden isler hale getiriimesi ve gerektiginde yeni
altyapilarin insa edilmesini éneren “Baris kavsagi"adinda bir girisim duyurmustur.
Bununla birlikte Zengezur Koridoru’'nun acilmasina yonelik Azerbaycan ve
Tarkiye'nin cabalari surmustur. Konuya iliskin onemli bir gelisme ise Agustos
2025'te yasanmistir. ABD arabuluculugunda saglanan baris anlasmasi ile ulasim
koridorunun hayata gecirilmesine yénelik somut bir uzlasi saglanmistir. “Trump
Uluslararasi Baris ve Refah Rotasi” adi ile duyurulan koridorun isletmesinin 99
yilhgina ABD'ye devredildigi ifade edilmektedir. Demir ve karayollari ile petrol ve
dogalgaz boru hatlari ve fiber optik hatlardan olusan koridorun bolgesel ve kuresel
gucler icin yeni bir jeopolitik rekabet ortami olusturacagi belirtilmelidir.

Bu calisma ikinci Karabad Savasi sonrasinda Guney Kafkasya'daki is birligi
cabalarini ulasim ve enerji koridorlar Uzerinden ele almaktadir. AGIT Minsk
Grubu'nun uzun yillar boyunca ¢o6zum uretemedigi baris surecinde, yeni donemin
temel itici gucU Azerbaycan ve Ermenistan’in baris yonundeki iradeleridir. Bu
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cercevede calismada enerji guzergahlari ve Trump Uluslararasi Baris ve Refah
Rotasi; Rusya ve iran’in glvenlik kaygilari, ABD'nin artan diplomatik rolQ, Turkiye ve
Gurcistan'in enerji ve ticaret koridorlari Uzerinden sagladigi stratejik avantajlar ele
alinmaktadir. Ayrica, uzun sure bolgesel projelerden dislanan Ermenistan’'in bu
sUrecte entegrasyonunun baris ve is birligine katkilari analiz edilmektedir. Calisma,
baris surecinin risk ve firsatlarini da kapsamli bicimmde ele almaktadir.
Ermenistan'daki i¢ siyasi bolunmeler, diaspora baskilari ve anayasal reform
gereklilikleri surecin kirllganhdini artirirken; Azerbaycan'in askeri ve diplomatik
kazanimlarinin suardurulebilirligi, enerji ve ulasim koridorlari Gzerinden ekonomik
entegrasyon firsatlari sUrecin olumlu boyutlarini olusturmaktadir. Sonu¢ olarak
Azerbaycan-Ermenistan barisi, Guney Kafkasya'da yeni dengelerin olusmasina
zemin hazirlamakta; bolgesel is birligi, enerji guvenligi ve ekonomik entegrasyon
acisindan dnemli firsatlar yaratmaktadir. Bu baglamda calisma, bdlgesel aktorlerin
rollerini ve surecin surdurulebilirligi acisindan ortaya c¢ikan risk ve kazanimlari
butuncul bir cercevede degerlendirmektedir.
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“Iran-israil Savasi Sonrasi Afgan Gé¢cmenlere Yénelik Artan
Baskilar: Glivenlik, Siyaset ve Toplumsal Algilar”
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Selcuk Universitesi, Turkiye
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Ozet

2025'in baslarinda iran ile israil arasinda yasanan 12 glnluk savas, yalnizca bdlgesel
guvenlik dengelerini degistirmekle kalmamis, ayni zamanda iran'in Afgan
gocmenlere yonelik politikalarinda belirleyici bir kirllma noktasi olusturmustur.
Zaten kirilgan kosullar altinda yasayan Afgan multeciler, savas sonrasi ddnemde
devlet ve medya sdylemlerinde “guvenlik tehdidi” ve “yabanci ajan” olarak
damgalanmis; bu etiketlemeler, sertlesen go6¢ politikalarinin  mesruiyetini
saglamak icin kullaniimistir. Sonug olarak, yuz binlerce Afgan gécmen, toplu ve
zorunlu sinir disi uygulamalarina maruz kalmis, sosyal ve ekonomik yasamlari ciddi
bicimde etkilenmistir. Bu calisma, savas sonrasi Afgan gdcmenlere karsi artan
pbaskilarin Uu¢ temel dinamik Uzerinden sekillendigini ortaya koymaktadir. Birinci
dinamik, i¢ siyasal donusumler ve devletin mesruiyet arayisidir. Savasin ardindan
iran devleti, “ulusal birlik" sdylemi Uzerinden toplumda bir butdnlUk imaj
olusturmaya calismis ve yabanci unsurlari, 6zellikle Afgan multecileri, Ulkenin
guvenligi acisindan potansiyel tehditler olarak konumlandirmistir. Bu yaklasim,
gocmenlerin yalnizca nufus veya isgucu boyutu ile degil, guvenlik baglaminda da
kontrol edilmesi gerekliligi algisini pekistirmistir.

) ZoAaslal
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Ikinci dinamik, toplumsal algilar ve medya sdylemleri ile ilgilidir. Devlet destekli
basin ve sosyal medya platformlari, Afgan multecileri “kacak isci”, “ekonomik yuk”
veya “casus” gibi etiketlerle sunarak, toplumda dislayici ve olumsuz bir algi
yaratmistir. Bu soylemler, yalnizca gdc¢cmenlerin toplumsal entegrasyonunu
zorlastirmakla kalmamis, ayni zamanda kamuoyunun sinir disi uygulamalarini
desteklemesini saglamistir. Sosyal medya platformlarinda yayilan nefret séylemleri

ve lin¢ kultdry, bu surecte toplumsal kutuplasmayi derinlestirmistir.

Uclncu dinamik, ekonomik kriz ve kaynak yetersizligidir. Yiksek enflasyon, issizlik
oranlarinin artmasi ve altyapidaki sikintilar, gé¢cmenlerin ekonomik bir “yUk” olarak
gorulmesini hizlandirmis ve sinir disi uygulamalarini kisa vadeli bir kriz yonetimi
aracl haline getirmistir. Bu ekonomik baskilar, devletin gd¢ politikalarinin
uygulanmasini hem hizlandirmis hem de kamuoyunda genis ¢apli bir mesruiyet
zemini yaratmistir.

Sonuc olarak, Afgan gécmenler savas sonrasi iran’da yalnizca sosyoekonomik bir
yuk olarak degdil, ayni zamanda guvenlik temelli bir tehdit olarak da yeniden
tanimlanmistir. Bu sureg, go¢ yonetiminin étesinde, i¢ siyasal mesruiyet arayislari,
toplumsal algi muhendisligi ve ekonomik krizlerin kesisiminde ortaya ¢ikan ¢cok
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boyutlu bir olgu olarak degerlendirilmelidir. Calisma, savas sonrasi politikalarin ve
toplumsal algilarin gé¢cmenler Uzerinde nasil yogun bir baski mekanizmasi
olusturdugunu gdstermeyi amaclamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Afgan goécmenler; iran'daki multeciler; savas sonrasi goc
politikalari; medya sdylemi
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“Latin Amerika’da Bolgeselciligin Gelgitleri: Hiper-
Prezidansiyalizm ve Kurumsal Kriz Déngusi”

Gokhan KATITAS, Dr. Ogr. Uyesi
Marmara Universitesi, TUrkiye
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Ozet

Bu calisma, Latin Amerika'daki bolgesel entegrasyon sureclerinin neden kronik bir
istikrarsizlik dongusine mahkum oldugunu derinlemesine analiz etmektedir.
GUnUmuzde bu paradoks, bir yanda “Yeni Pembe Dalga” liderlerinin GuUney
Amerika Uluslar Birligi (UNASUR) gibi kurumlari yeniden canlandirma yonundeki
entegrasyonist soylemleri ile diger yanda Arjantin'de Javier Milei gibi radikal sag
populistlerin  MERCOSUR gibi koklu projeleri *“ideolojik bir pranga” olarak
nitelendirerek terk etme tehditleri arasindaki keskin gerilimle kendini
gostermektedir. Bu calisma, bu doéngusel krizin kdkenlerinin yalnizca liderlerin
degisen ideolojilerinde degdil, daha derin ve yapisal bir patolojide aranmasi
gerektigini savunmaktadir. Calismanin temel tezi, bdlgeselciligin istikrarsizhiginin,
bdlgenin siyasi sistemlerine ickin olan “hiper-prezidansiyalizm” (asiri  yetkili
baskanlik sistemi) ve kronik zayif kurumsallasma geleneginin kaginilmaz bir
sonucu oldugudur. Bu yapisal 6zellik, dis politikayl buyUk olcude baskanin kisisel
vizyonunun ve siyasi projesinin bir uzantisi haline getirmekte, bélgesel kurumlari
ise liderlerin iradesine bagiml araclara indirgemektedir. Bu durum, siyasi irade
cekildiginde kurumlari resmi olarak var olan ancak fiilen islevsiz “yasayan olulere”
donusturen ve bu calismada “zombi kurumsallik” olarak kavramsallastirilan bir
atalet durumuna yol agmaktadir.

) ZoAaslal
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Nitel bir arastirma deseni ve karsilastirmali vaka analizi yontemi benimsenerek,
UNASUR'un ¢okusu ve yeniden canlandirilma c¢abalari, MERCOSUR'un varolussal
krizi ve Latin Amerika ve Karayip Devletleri Toplulugu'nun (CELAC) rolu
incelenmektedir. Analiz, Avro-merkezci entegrasyon teorilerinin, bodlgenin
“baskanlararas!” (inter-presidential) isleyisini aciklamadaki yetersizligini ortaya
koymaktadir. 2000'lerin en iddiali “post-hegemonik” projelerinin dahi, kurucu
liderlerinin siyasi kaderine asirt bagimli olmalari nedeniyle nasil ¢coktugu
gosterilmektedir. Arastirmanin bulgulari, “zombi kurumsalligin” bir hata veya
ihmalden ziyade, liderlerin bdlgesel is birliginin sembolik faydalarini arzularken,
egemenlik kisitlamalarindan kacinmalarini saglayan, kasith olarak tercih edilmis
islevsiz bir denge noktasi oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Sonu¢ olarak, Latin
Amerika'da sturdurulebilir bir bélgeselcilik, ancak entegrasyon projelerinin liderlerin
kisisel hedefleri olmaktan ¢ikip, partiler Ustu, burokratik 6zerklige sahip kalici devlet
politikalarina donusturulmesiyle mumkun olabilcektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Latin Amerika; bolgeselcilik; hiper-prezidansiyalizm;
zombi kurumsallik; populizm
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“Looking for Alternatives: Practicality of a Nonviolent World
Order in The Nuclear Era”

Seema SHEKHAWAT, Assist. Prof.
University of North Florida, USA

Abstract

On May 11,2025, Pope Leo XIV, during his first Sunday blessing following his election,
guoted Pope Francis, highlighting that the numerous ongoing conflicts across the
globe amount to a “third world war in pieces.” Indeed, the world is engulfed in
turmoil, with conflicts ranging from the Russia-Ukraine war to the Israel-Hamas
confrontation,and most recently, tensions between India and Pakistan. Meanwhile,
many other crises, particularly those in Africa, seem to have faded from global
attention. The costs and long-term consequences of such a fragmented and
chaotic world order are likely beyond full comprehension.

UNIVERSITY

IE BEYKOZ

In this volatile environment, the increasing sophistication of weaponry -especially
nuclear arms- and the looming threat of their proliferation, coupled with the rise of
cyber warfare and the rapid advancement of Al, present unprecedented risks. A
world order rooted in realism, where violence is seen as a rational means to advance
national interests, appears not only unsustainable but dangerously reckless.
Against this backdrop, | contend that a nonviolent world order, one focused on
cooperation -economic and otherwise- and diplomacy rather than conflict, is not
only more feasible but also far more sustainable in the long run.

UNIVERSITY
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Keywords: nonviolence; world order; proliferation; conflicts
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“Migration Governance in Motion: Regionalization, Power,
and Geopolitics in AU-EU Cooperation”

Umoh Samuel UWEM, Dr.
Czech Academy of Sciences, Czechia

y ZDHA!HEI]

% ALISHIAINN

Adetola Elizabeth UMOH, Dr.
University of Siegen, Germany

Abstract

The migration governance between the European Union (EU) and the African
Union (AU) relies on regional frameworks amid a fragmented international system.
While global migration governance faces inceasing nationalism, competing
interests, and crises, the EU and AU have developed regional strategies to manage
mobility, address irregular migration, and strengthen institutional capacity.

This manifests in key initiatives — including the Rabat and Khartoum Processes,
the Valletta Summit on Migration, the EU Emergency Trust Fund for Africa, and the
AU Free Movement Protocol — which illustrate the interplay of cooperation and
tension in regional governanceWith this view, this paper examines how
regionalization has shaped EU-AU migration governance between 2007 and 2025,
analyzing whether these frameworks promote stability, human security, and
development or primarily serve state-centric and geopolitical objectives. It
interrogates the tensions that emerge when European and African priorities
diverge and explores how migration policies are negotiated and implemented.

Drawing on document analysis, process tracing, statistical data from IOM, UNHCR,
Eurostat, and AU migration observatories, and elite interviews, the study finds that
while regional frameworks provide structured mechanisms for cooperation,
persistent power asymmetries shape outcomes. European border management
and geopolitical interests usually precede African human security concerns. The
paper contributes to debates on interregional governance, highlighting migration
policy as both a tool of strategic bargaining and a response to a fragmenting global
order.

Keywords: migration governance; human security; EU-AU relations; African Union;
border management; development diplomacy
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“Multipolarity and Global Power Distribution: Special
Reference with BRICS Plus”

Naveena H A
Maharaja’s college, University of Mysore, India

Bharati HIREMATH
Maharaja’s college, University of Mysore, India
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Abstract

Twenty first century is a multiple actors theatre in international politics. Regional
groups and international organization are playing their own significant role in
international affairs. In this regard the BRICS Plus group is playing a key role in
global politics. So in this essay, | analyse the Multi polarity and Global Power Balance
with the initiatives of the BRICS Plus group. The research employ analytical
descriptive technique to explore the factors that influence the BRICS Plus led Multi
polarity and the result it may lead to. The study discusses the BRICS Plus economic
and political strategy to reshape international order into multipolar order. The
research reveals that BRICS financial mechanism NBD, CRA, BRICS Pay pose
serious external challenges to the current global economic order. This study
examines the BRICS Plus support for Global South Cooperation and India’s
initiatives towards Multi polarity. To build better multipolar world the study
recommends that BRICS Plus should focus on enhancing intra BRICS trade and
group members have to mitigate all it's internal dilemma with better agreements.

UNIVERSITY
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Keywords: United Nations (UN); New Development Bank (NBD); Contingent
Reserve Arrangements (CRA); International Monetary Fund (IMF); World Bank
(WB)
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“Multipolarity and The Search for Balance at a Time of
Uncertainty”

Ahmet Unal CEVIKOZ, Amb. (R)
Turkiye
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Abstract

The international system is experiencing a profound transformation marked by the
search for a new balance of power. The U.S. predominance in the aftermath of Cold
War which created a certain unipolarity is now contested by the rise of China, the
reassertion of Russia, the aspirations of the European Union, the growing influence
of India, and the emergence of some middle powers across the Global South. This
new plurality is not yet consolidated; instead, it takes shape through competitive
regionalisation, shifting alliances, and ad hoc coalitions that complicate the
traditional landscape of power politics.

This paper will examine multipolarity in both historical and contemporary
perspectives. Drawing comparisons with earlier multipolar orders, it will highlight
the specificities of the current environment: a lack of stable institutions, the
interdependence of globalised economies, and the disruptive impact of
technological rivalry. Three case studies illustrate these dynamics: the U.S.-China
competition in the Asia-Pacific, Russia's war in Ukraine and its impact on European
security, and India’'s balancing role between North and South, East and West.

ZU)M!HEﬂ

ALISHIAIND

The analysis will also pay attention to the role of middle powers such as Turkey,
Brazil, and South Africa. Their foreign policy choices, while often overshadowed by
the great powers, have a growing impact on shaping regional balances and
influencing global alignments. Based on academic debates and diplomatic
experience, the paper aims to underline that multipolarity is best understood not
as a stable equilibrium but as a transitional phase filled with uncertainty. The way
forward depends on whether states manage to institutionalise new rules of
engagement that transform rivalry into coexistence or whether competitive
regionalisation accelerates systemic fragmentation.

Keywords: multipolarity; power distribution; regionalisation; middle powers;
strategic rivalry
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“Mushrooming of Regional Blocs vis-a-vis Status of
Multilateralism on the 80th Anniversary of the UN”

Khalid Taimur AKRAM

Executive Director of Pakistan Research Center for a Community with
Shared Future (PRCCSF), Pakistan

Abstract

UNIVERSITY

IE BEYKOZ

The new geopolitical world order was derived after the Second World War when
the Allied Powers laid the foundation of new system of collective security through
the establishment of United Nations in 1945. It also marked the beginning of the
end of colonization across the globe, as a number of new countries emerged on the
world map. In 1944-45, there were approximately 70-79 recognized sovereign
states, whereas by 2025 the number has increased to 195. Over the last 80 years,
world has witnessed many regional confrontations as well as bilateral and
multilateral issues among countries. Though UN was considered a neutral platform
for the states to resolve their disputes but its credibility and effectiveness is often
undermined due to the hegemonic attitude of the five veto powers in the United
Nations Security Council.

Amid these circumstances, in the last 50 years the world has seen the gradual but
steady mushrooming of the regional blocs. Organizations such as the EU, ASEAN,
SAARC, GCC, SCO, etc. have provided alternative spaces and platforms to states to
address and resolve their issues. Nowadays, it can be seen that states are giving
preference to these regional blocs over the United Nations because these blocs
allow for more localized, interest-driven, and practical solutions to the shared
challenges. Their rise reflects both the limitations of multilateralism under the UN
and the search for more effective mechanisms of cooperation in a multipolar world.

UNIVERSITY

IEBEYKOZ

This paper examines whether regionalism is more fruitful or whether
multilateralism remains essential in the post-Soviet era. It argues that although
regional blocs are becoming stronger in addressing local concerns, multilateralism
remains crucial to maintain global order, stability and coordination on issues that
go beyond the regional boundaries.

Keywords: regional blocs; multilateralism; United Nations; geopolitical order;
Security Council
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“Parcalanmiglikta Batinlesme Paradoksu: Sahra-alti
Afrika’da Egemenlik ve Istikrar Arayisi”

Gulistan ALPASLAN, Doktorant
Kirikkale Universitesi, TUrkiye
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Ozet

Sahra-alti Afrika, somurgecilik sonrasi donemde yapay sinirlar, etnik bélunmeler ve
kirllgan devlet yapilariyla tanimlanan derin bir parcalanmislik icinde varhgini
surdurmektedir. Buna ragmen, Afrika Birligi (AfB), ECOWAS, SADC ve IGAD gibi
bdlgesel dérgutlenmeler, bolgesel butunlesme yoluyla kalici istikrarin
saglanabilecedi ydnunde umutlar dogurmustur. Ancak bu sureg, “parcalanmislikta
butunlesme paradoksu” olarak adlandirilabilecek bir gerilimi de beraberinde
getirir. egemenligini korumak isteyen devletlerin, istikrari saglamak adina
egemenliklerinin belirli 6lculerde paylasimina yonelmesi.

Bu bildiri, Sahra-alti Afrika'da bdlgesellesme girisimlerinin egemenlik, istikrar ve dis
etkilesim dinamikleri Uzerindeki celiskili etkilerini incelemektedir. Postkolonyal
kuramsal cerceveden hareketle, bolgesellesmenin sadece kurumsal bir yonetisim
sureci degdil, ayni zamanda kolonyal mirasin asilmasina yonelik normatif bir yeniden
insa alani oldugunu savunmaktadir. Afrika Birligi'nin “Afrika sorunlarina Afrika
cozUmleri” ilkesi, bu yeniden insa ¢abasinin merkezinde yer alirken; dis aktorlerin
stratejik etkisi ve Uye devletlerin politik kirilganliklari, bu cabalarin kapsamini
sinirlandirmaktadir.

) ZoAaslal
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Sonuc¢ olarak, bdlgesellesme, Sahra-alti Afrika'da hem istikrarsizlik dongusunu
kirmaya yonelik bir firsat alani hem de egemenlik ve bagmlilik ikilemlerini
derinlestiren bir paradoks olarak varlik gostermektedir. Calisma, bu ikili sureci
cdzUmleyerek, Afrika'nin parcalanmis yapilar icinde butunleserek direnme
potansiyelini tartismayl amaclamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: bolgesellesme; egemenlik; istikrar; Postkolonyalizm
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“Re-balancing Turkiye’s Policy toward Egypt and Libya: From
Alignment to Engagement”

Serhat SUha CUBUKCUOGLU, Dr.
TRENDS Research & Advisory, UAE

Ayman ELDESSOUKI, Dr.
TRENDS Research & Advisory, UAE
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Abstract

IE BEYKOZ

This paper analyzes Turkiye's recalibration of its policies toward Egypt and Libya
since 2021, situating the shift within broader regional and domestic dynamics. For
much of the past decade, Ankara pursued an interventionist strategy that
emphasized military backing for the Tripoli-based Government of National Accord
(GNA), reliance on the 2019 maritime delimitation agreement, and alignment with
ideological partners such as the Muslim Brotherhood. This approach consolidated
Turkiye's claims under the Blue Homeland maritime doctrine but also deepened
its estrangement from Egypt, eastern Libya, and their regional partners.

Since 2021, however, Turkiye has adopted a more pragmatic, engagement-oriented
posture. This evolution does not amount to a wholesale reorientation of foreign
policy but rather represents programmatic change: a reconfiguration of methods
and instruments in pursuit of enduring strategic goals. Three factors explain this
recalibration. First, domestic constraints—especially economic downturns and the
urgent need for Gulf investment—encouraged a pivot toward economic diplomacy
and away from costly confrontation. Second, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s
centralized leadership style facilitated tactical flexibility, allowing Ankara to tone
down ideological rhetoric and re-engage with former rivals while preserving core
interests. Third, shifting regional alignments—particularly cooperation among
Egypt, Israel, Gulf states, Greece, and the Greek-administered Republic of Cyprus
(RoC)—intensified Turkiye's isolation and incentivized normalization.

UNIVERSITY

IEBEYKOZ

The policy outcomes have been significant: restoration of diplomatic relations with
Egypt in 2023, cautious engagement with the eastern-based Government of
National Stability (GNA) and General Haftar, and a broader emphasis on political
reconciliation and economic cooperation in Libya. Naval diplomacy, including the
Turkish navy's port visits to Alexandria and Benghazi, underscores this shift in
signaling from confrontation to confidence-building. Ultimately, Turkiye's
recalibration should be understood as incremental self-correction rather than
strategic overhaul. Ankara remains committed to safeguarding its maritime claims
under the Blue Homeland doctrine, maintaining leverage in Libya, and projecting
influence across the Eastern Mediterranean. However, it now pursues these
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objectives through pragmatic engagement, economic partnerships, and reduced
ideological confrontation.

Methodologically, the study employs a descriptive-analytical approach within a
neo-classical realist framework. It draws on Charles Hermann's typology of foreign
policy change, which distinguishes between incremental adjustments and
fundamental reorientations, to assess whether Turkiye's shift constitutes strategic
transformation or tactical recalibration. The analysis traces the trajectory of Turkish
policy before and after 2021 to identify causal mechanisms of change. This method
makes it possible to distinguish continuity from rupture by examining systemic
factors (regional alignments and international pressures), domestic drivers
(economic performance, institutional constraints, and leadership decisions), and
policy outcomes (diplomatic initiatives, security agreements, and economic
engagements). Primary sources such as official statements, policy documents, and
government communications are complemented by secondary literatire and
news reporting to triangulate evidence and provide a comprehensive explanation.

Z0MA3E Eﬂ
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Keywords: Turkish Foreign Policy; Arab Uprisings; North Africa; alignment; security
complex
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“Reconfiguring Sovereignty: Nation-States and The Rise of
Regional Orders in a Fragmenting World”

Sabah ASLAM, Phd Cand.
Istanbul Nisantasi University, Turkiye

Abstract

In an era marked by geopolitical fragmentation, shifting alliances, and multipolar
realignments, regionalization has emerged as a defining force in global
governance. This paper investigates the evolving role of the nation-state within
regional frameworks and critically examines how sovereignty is being redefined
rather than diminished. As states engage more deeply in regional institutions to
address complex transnational challenges, traditional conceptions of absolute,
indivisible sovereignty are increasingly inadequate.

UNIVERSITY

IE BEYKOZ

Through a comparative analysis of the European Union (EU), the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the African Union (AU), and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO), this study explores the diverse modalities through
which states negotiate, delegate, and reclaim sovereign authority. While the EU
exemplifies formal supranationalism, the SCO represents a model where
sovereignty is preserved rhetorically but shaped by strategic cooperation,
particularly among dominant powers.

Integrating insights from international relations theory, regional integration
studies, and empirical institutional analysis, the paper argues that sovereignty
today is best understood as a flexible and multi-scalar concept. It is continuously
reconstructed through political bargains, institutional norms, and regional power
dynamics.

UNIVERSITY
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Ultimately, the paper contends that the transformation of sovereignty in the age of
regionalization offers both constraints and opportunities for nation-states. Far from
signaling the erosion of statehood, regionalization invites a reconceptualization of
sovereignty as adaptive, negotiated, and responsive to the demands of an
interconnected international system.

Keywords: nation-state; regionalization; sovereignty transformation; multipolar
world order; state adaptation
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“Regional Development Alignment of The Republic of
Moldova with EU Practices: Institutional Challenges and
Economic Opportunities”

Elena BADARAU, Assoc. Prof.
Moldova State University, Moldova
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Abstract

The article aims to analyze the perspectives of aligning regional development
processes in the Republic of Moldova with the standards and practices of the
European Union, emphasizing their economic, institutional, and social implications.
The objective is to highlight the main opportunities generated by the European
model of regional cohesion as well as the structural challenges of convergence. The
research applies a qualitative documentary analysis supported by comparative and
interpretive methods. It relies on official statistical data from the National Bureau
of Statistics of the Republic of Moldova and Eurostat, as well as on strategic policy
documents at both the national and EU level. Benchmarking and SWOT analysis
technigues are employed to assess the compatibility between Moldova's regional
development policies and the EU cohesion framework, while interpretative
synthesis provides a broader understanding of institutional and economic
dynamics. The findings confirm that Moldova has significant potential for
convergence with EU practices; however, regional progress remains uneven. Key
challenges are institutional fragmentation, insufficient infrastructure, and
persistent territorial disparities. Nevertheless, alignment with EU standards creates
opportunities to attract foreign direct investment, enhance SME development, and
strengthen social cohesion across regions. This paper contributes to the academic
debate by providing an integrated approach to the alignment of regional
development processes within the European integration trajectory of the Republic
of Moldova. Its originality lies in the correlation between economic indicators,
institutional frameworks, and European cohesion practices, while also highlighting
national specificities and lessons learned from the experiences of other EU
candidate countries.

Keywords: regional development; European integration; convergence; economic
policies; regional disparities
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“Regional Norms on Sovereignty and Humanitarian
Intervention: A Constructivist Institutional Analysis of AU,
ASEAN, and OAS Legal Frameworks”

Dilek KARABACAK, Dr.
National Defense University, Turkiye

Abstract

UNIVERSITY
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This paper examines the different ways in which three regional organizationsin the
Global South (the African Union—AU, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations—
ASEAN, and the Organization of American States—OAS) have worked through the
long-debated tension between sovereignty and humanitarian intervention. Each
of these three regional organizations has developed their distinct key legal
instruments, enabling or restricting humanitarian interventions: The AU's
Constitutive Act provides “the right to intervene” in member states in cases of grave
human rights violations, while ASEAN's foundational norms refer to non-
interference and consensus-based decision-making (the “ASEAN Way"), and the
OAS's Charter mentions the non-intervention and peaceful settlement of disputes.

The study employs constructivist institutionalism, which emphasizes how the
shared norms, identities, and experiences shape the institutions and regional
organizations while being shaped by them, to understand these legal frameworks
and their interpretations and implementations within their respective regions and
organizations. The selected case studies for the analysis include the AU'’s
intervention in Darfur, ASEAN'’s response to the Myanmar crisis, and the OAS's
engagement in Haiti, providing an empirical lens on the subject.

UNIVERSITY

IEBEYKOZ

Based on the theoretical framework and comparative case studies, the paper
argues the following: The AU’'s acceptance of the &quot;right to intervene&quot;
highlights its strong normative approach supported by robust legal frameworks,
such as the Peace and Security Council and African Standby Force, whereas
ASEAN's constrained attitude towards humanitarian actions and lack of a sufficient
legal framework—except for the ASEAN Coordination Center for Humanitarian
Assistance—reflect its members’ historical emphasis on sovereignty and
consensus. The OAS, on the other hand, positions itself somewhere between AU
and ASEAN, possessing some legal mechanisms but having a varied will and
cohesion to implement them.

Constructivist institutionalism explains these distinct and divergent behaviors of
each regional organization by pointing out that regional organizations reinterpret
and reuse the global norms, such as Responsibility to Protect, through their own
lenses of regional norms, identities, and histories. The paper underlines how the
legal frameworks of these organizations regarding humanitarian interventions
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both shape and are shaped by regional identities and experiences, which are
unique to respective regional organizations.

Keywords: sovereignty; humanitarian intervention; African Union (AU); Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN); Organization of American States (OAS)
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“Regional Fragility and Water Diplomacy: Understanding
Cooperation Failures in the Aral Sea Basin”

Sharifa GIRITLIOGLU, Dr.

Khoja Akhmet Yassawi International Kazakh-Turkish University,
Kazakhstan

Abstract

UNIVERSITY

The Aral Sea basin, once united by Soviet-era planning, now represents a
fragmented region struggling to manage one of the world's most complex
transboundary water crises. This paper examines the recurring shifts between
cooperation and disengagement among the five Central Asian republics—
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan—over shared
water governance since independence. Rather than a linear progression, the
region’s water diplomacy has evolved in cycles shaped by political realignments,
fragile institutions, upstream-downstream tensions, and deepening climate
pressures.

IE BEYKDZ

Drawing on treaty records, institutional archives, and academic sources, the
analysis traces the rise and erosion of frameworks like the International Fund for
Saving the Aral Sea (IFAS) and the Aral Sea Basin Program (ASBP). It finds that while
early efforts toward regional coordination showed promise, they frequently stalled
due to vague legal mandates, lack of enforcement, and competing national
priorities. External actors—ranging from international donors to regional powers—
have further complicated efforts to sustain unified governance. The paper argues
for renewed investment in cooperative mechanisms that are both politically
realistic and environmentally adaptive, and outlines potential steps for rebuilding
trust in the region’s fragile hydropolitical architecture.

UNIVERSITY

IE'[BEYKOZ

Keywords: Aral Sea; Central Asia; transboundary water; regional cooperation; water
diplomacy; institutional fragility
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“Regionalization in The International System: The Arab-Israeli
Conflict and The Crisis of Recognition in The Search for
Stability in The Middle East”

Mehdi YiGIT, PhD Cand.
The University of Jordan, Jordan

Z0MA3E Ell

ALISHIAINN

Abstract

The growing fragmentation of the international system has placed regionalism at
the forefront of current debates on how to restore stability. Nowhere is this issue
more urgent than in the Middle East, where geopolitical rivalries, economic
interdependence, and cultural ties intersect. However, efforts to establish a durable
regional order have repeatedly faltered. The most persistent structural barrier
remains the Arab-lsraeli conflict, which undermines both regional integration
projects and the legitimacy of existing alliances. This paper approaches the
problem through Axel Honneth's theory of recognition, shifting the focus from
conventional security and economic frameworks to the normative conditions of
stability. According to Honneth, social peace and integration rest on the realization
of three forms of recognition: love (trust and primary attachment), rights (universal
equality under the law), and social esteem (the valuing of identities and
contributions). Conflicts emerge when recognition is denied in any of these
spheres. Applied to the Arab-Israeli conflict, this perspective demonstrates why the
dispute cannot be reduced to a territorial or security issue alone. Palestinians are
systematically denied basic rights, including freedom of movement and political
participation, while their collective identity is consistently devalued in regional and
global contexts. These dual forms of misrecognition generate enduring
experiences of humiliation and injustice, which not only sustain Palestinian
resistance but also foster broader Arab solidarity.

ZU)M!HEﬂ

ALISHIAIND

Consequently, regional initiatives such as the Abraham Accords, despite their
success in promoting economic cooperation, fail to establish legitimacy or long-
term stability. They remain vulnerable precisely because the recognition crisis at
the heart of the conflict has not been resolved. The analysis suggests that genuine
regionalism in the Middle East can only succeed if the Arab-lsraeli conflict is
addressed in a way that guarantees equal rights and accords mutual esteem to
both peoples' identities. This paper contributes to the broader debate on
regionalism in a fragmented world by demonstrating that normative and identity-
based dimensions must be incorporated into the design of regional orders.
Without recognition, regionalism risks reproducing fragility rather than creating
stability.

Keyword: recognition theory; regionalism; Arab-lsraeli Conflict; Middle East;
stability
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“Rusya-Ukrayna Savasinin Sona Erdirilmesinde Kuvvetli
Arabuluculuk ve Zorlayici Diplomasi Girisimlerinin
Tartisilmasi”

Erhan BUYUKAKINCI, Prof. Dr.
Galatasaray Universitesi, Tlrkiye

Abstract

UNIVERSITY

IE BEYKOZ

Bu arastirma calismasinda, Rusya-Ukrayna Savasi'ni sona erdirmenin bir yolu olarak
“kuwvvetli arabuluculuk” ve buna bagh olarak “zorlayici diplomasi” aracglarinin
islevselligini tartismak amacini guduyoruz. Ge¢cmis uluslararasi vakalardan, ilgili
diplomatik ve ekonomik araclardan ve olasi taviz tartismalarindan yola cikarak,
ucuncu taraf arabulucularin her iki tarafi da surdurulebilir bir bariscil ¢ézume
ulasmaya énce ikna etmek, sonra zorlamak icin hangi taktikleri basarili bir sekilde
uygulayip uygulayamayacadini ele almak ve bu degderlendirmeleri her iki tarafin
arasindaki uluslararasi arabuluculuk gecmisini de g6z énunde bulundurarak
tartismak istiyoruz. Bu ¢alismada 1992'den gunumuze kadar Rusya ve Ukrayna
arasinda daha once s6z konusu olmus olan tum uluslararasi arabuluculuk
girisimleri tarihsel bir mercekle incelenmekte ve “kuvvetli arabuluculuk” yoluyla
uygulanabilecek “zorlayici diplomasi” taktiklerinin ve bunlara dair yan kosullarinin
neler olabilecegi degerlendiriimektedir. Daha &nceki uluslararasi vakalarda
uygulanmis kuwvvetli arabuluculuk ve zorlayici diplomasi pratiklerinden dersler
cikararak; bu calismamiz dahilinde, uluslararasi arabulucular icin, kiresel guvenlik
ve uluslararasi duzen acgisindan 6nemlisonuclari dogurabilecek bu catismanin sona
erdirilmesi sUrecine dair yapisal 6nermeleri de ele almak istiyoruz.

UNIVERSITY

IE'[BEYKOZ

Anahtar Kelimeler: kuvvetli arabuluculuk; zorlayici diplomasi; Rusya; Ukrayna;
catismalarin ¢6zumu
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“Rusya-Ukrayna Savasi Sonrasi Avrupa Birligi’'nin Realizmin
‘Gl¢’ Kavrami Uzerinden Savunma ve Guvenlik
Yaklasimindaki Degisim Arayisi”

Cihan GUNYEL, Dr.
[stanbul Rumeli Universitesi, Tlrkiye

Z0MA3E Ell

ALISHIAINN

Ozet

2022 yilinin subat ayinda Rusya’'nin Ukrayna'ya askeri harekat baslatmasi neredeyse
dorduncu yilini doldurmak Uzere. Rusya’'nin askeri harekati Ukrayna'da bir savasa
donusmus ve etkileri bircok alanda yasanamaya baslamistir. Uluslararasi sisteme
olan etkilerinin yaninda Avrupa guvenlik mimarisinde bir degisim surecini
yasanamaya baslamistir. Bununla beraber konvansiyonel savasin teknolojiyle
beraber hizli bir degisim surecine de girdigi ve askeri doktrinlerde ciddi bir degisim
surecine imza attigi da gdzlemlenmistir.

Ikinci DUnya Savas sonras! Avrupa, ilk kez bu uzun sureli ve yikicl bir savasla karsi
karsiya kalmistir. Avrupa Birligi (AB), ozellikle Avrupa guvenlik mimarisini, NATO
Uzerinden Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'nin (ABD) liderligindeki Bati ittifakinin bir
parcasl olarak Kabul etmistir. Soguk Savas Donemi'nde ABD ve NATO guvenlik
semsiyesi altinda siyasi ve ekonomik olarak entegrasyon sureci yasayan AB, Soguk
Savas Donemi'nde ortak savunma ve guvenlik anlaminda adimlar atmis fakat ABD
ve NATO'nun savunma konseptinin temel oldugu Avrupa guvenlik mimarisini
kabul etmistir.

) ZoAaslal

% ALISHIAIND

Soguk Savas sonrasl savunma ve guvenlik konularinda daha fazla adimlar atan
Birlik, Ortak Dis Politika ve guvenlik Politikasi’'ni benimsemistir. Atilan bu adima
ragmen Avrupa guvenligi ABD ve AB Uyesi olmayan NATO uyesi Ulkeler tarafindan
da paylasiimaktadir. Ukrayna savasina kadar NATO'nun savunma olanaklarindan
faydalanan Birlik, savasla beraber siyasi ve ekonomik anlamdaki buyuklugune
ragmen askeri gug kapasitesi anlaminda caydirici gug¢ kapasitesinde sorgulanmaya
baslanmistir.

Realizmin guvenlik ikilemi, gu¢ kapasitesinin reel politige olan yansimasi ve gug
dengesi baglaminda incelendiginde AB'nin savunma ve guvenlik politikasinda
NATO ve ABD'ye olan bagimliligi ve savunma sanayindeki Uretim kapasitesinin
gunumuz sartlarina olan uyumlulugundaki eksikler ortaya ¢cikmaya baslamistir.
Insan gucU, askeri birlik kapasiteleri, askeri gtvenlik ve savunma doktrinlerinin
yeterliligi, savasin degisen dogasina uyum ve askeri savunma techizatlarindaki
eksikler Birlik icinde tartisma konusu olmustur. GUnumuzde realist kuramin
anarsik sistem yapisi, gu¢ Uzerinden devletler arasi mucadele 6n plana ¢cikmis,
AB'nin bu surecteki askeri ve savunma yapisi gu¢ Uzerinden degerlendirildiginde
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caydirici temelinde ciddi sorunlari icermeye baslamistir. Ekonomik gug¢
kapasitesine sahip olan Birlik, savunma ve askeri gu¢ bakimindan ise zayif kalmistir.

Savasla yasanan sure¢c AB'yi savunma ve guvenlik anlaminda realist politikalar
cercevesinde adimlar atmaya zorlamaya baslamistir. Savunma ve guvenlik is
birliginde, Birlik icinde yeni adimlar atilirken, savunma ve askeri sanayi Uretim
kapasitesi artirilmaya ayrica askeri personel sayillarinda artisa gitme cabalari
baslamistir. Ortak hava savunma sisteminin kurulmasi ve NATO Uyesi Birlik Uyesi
Ulkelerin savunma harcamalari basta olmak Uzere Birlik icinde de savunma

§§ butcelerinin artirilmasi hayata geciriimeye baslanmistir. Makale bu baglamda
"_',;—llg realizm ve kuramin gug¢ kavrami baglaminda AB'nin savunma ve askeri yaklasimini
Ukrayna-Rusya savasl sonrasi inceleme konusu edinmistir.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Avrupa Birligi; realism; gucg; savunma ve glvenlik
&
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“Sanal Diplomasi Caginda Temsil ve Egemenlik:
Diplomasiverse”

Yasar Onay, Prof. Dr.
stanbul Kent Universitesi, Ttrkiye

Ozet

Bu calismada, dijitallesmenin diplomasi pratigine nasil katki sunabilecedi ve
ozellikle metaverse tabanli sanal platformlarin uluslararasi iliskilerde yeni bir temsil
sahnesine donusme sureci inceleniyor. “Diplomaverse” olarak adlandirilan bu yeni
diplomasi evreninde, devletler avatarlar aracilidiyla temsil olanagdi buluyor, sanal
buyukelcilikler kuruyor ve dijital ortamlarda diplomatik standartlarin nasil
sekillendigini gosteren cok tarafli etkilesimler yurutuyor. Bu baglamda makalede,
egemenlik, temsil ve mesruiyet gibi temel kavramlar, konstruktivizm, realizm ve
postyapisalcilik gibi uluslararasi iliskiler teorileri 1siginda irdeleniyor. Barbados,
Guney Kore ve Birlesmis Milletler gibi aktorlerin éncu uygulamalarindan yola
cikilarak yapilan analiz, bu dénudsumun hem teknolojik hem de kavramsal acidan
onemli bir kirllma noktasi oldugunu ortaya koyuyor.

Anahtar Kelimeler: diplomasi; metaverse; dijital temsil; egemenlik; diplomasi
teorisi; diplomaverse
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“Sinirlarin Goélgesinde: Zorunlu Gé¢, Kimlik Krizi ve insan
Guvenligi”

Gurkan KANAT, Dr.
Igdir Emniyet Mudurliga/Terérle Mucadele Sube Madurlugu, Tarkiye

Ozet

2lyuzyihn ilk ceyredi; kitlesel zorunlu go¢ hareketlerinin belirginlestigi, kimlik
catismalarinin derinlestigi ve geleneksel guvenlik anlayislarinin sorgulandigi bir
dénem olarak 6ne cikmaktadir. Ozellikle bolgesel krizler, savaslar, ic catismalar;
iklim degisikligi ve siyasal otoriterlesme gibi faktorlerle tetiklenen milyonlarca
insani yerinden etmekte ve gocmenlik olgusunu ulusoétesi, cok katmanl ve yapisal
bir sorun haline getirmektedir. Bu calismada, zorunlu go¢ olgusunun kimlik
uzerindeki yikici etkisi ile devlet merkezli guvenlik yaklasimlarinin yetersizligine
dikkat cekilerek insan guvenligi perspektifiyle yeni bir degerlendirme yapilmasi
amaclanmaktadir.

UNIVERSITY

|GJBEYKOZ £

Zorunlu gog, sadece fiziksel mekanin kaybi degil; ayni zamanda dilin, kualtarun,
toplumsal aidiyetin ve bireysel kimligin parcalanmasi anlamina gelir. Bu
parcalanma, gé¢ eden bireylerin yasadiklari yeni toplumlarda “oteki” olarak
damgalanmasina ve sistematik dislanmalara maruz kalmalarina neden olur. Ote
yandan, go¢cmen akinlarini bir tehdit unsuru olarak algilayan devletler; sinirlarini
sertlestirmekte, ulusal guvenlik sdylemlerini guclendirmekte ve gdg¢u bastirici
politikalarla yonetmeye calismaktadir. Ancak bu yaklasim gé¢cmenlerin yasadigi
insani krizleri derinlestirmekte, onlarin temel hak ve &ézgurluklerini gérmezden
gelmekte ve insan guvenligi kavraminin goéz ardi edilmesine yol agcmaktadir.

UNIVERSITY

IEBEYKOZ

1

Bu bildiride, oncelikle “insan guvenligi” kavrami, geleneksel devlet guvenligi
anlayisina alternatif olarak ele alinmakta; birey odakli, hak temelli bir guvenlik
paradigmasi olarak kuramsal cerceveye oturtulmaktadir. insan guvenligi;
ekonomik, cevresel, saglik, siyasal ve toplumsal boyutlariyla bireyin her duzeyde
korunmasini 6ngdérur. Bu baglamda, sinirlar yalnizca fiziki ayrim hatlari degil ayni
zamanda kimliklerin, haklarin ve hak ihlallerinin de sahnelendigi siyasal uzamlardir.
Gocmenler icin sinir; yalnizca bir gecis alani degil ayni zamanda “kim oldugunu
yeniden tanimlamak” zorunda kalinan bir mucadele alanidir aslinda.

Calismada &zellikle Orta Dogu’'daki savaslar ve Suriye i¢ savasi baglaminda Turkiye
ve Avrupa Birligi sinir politikalari incelenerek zorunlu goc¢un bireysel kimlik
Uzerindeki etkileri tartisilmistir. Suriyeli multecilerin Turkiye ve Avrupa'daki
karsilanma bicimleri,go¢cmenlerin maruz kaldigr ayrimcilik, aidiyet krizleri ve kimlik
erozyonu gibi meseleler insan guvenligi perspektifiyle analiz edilecektir. Ayrica sinir
guvenligi onlemlerinin militarizasyonu, gocmenlerin  kriminalize edilmesi ve
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kamusal alandan dislanmasi gibi pratikler, kimlik ve guvenlik arasindaki iliskinin
catismali dogasina isaret etmektedir.

Sonu¢ olarak, bu calisma, zorunlu go¢ olgusunun kimlik ve insan guvenligi
baglamindaki etkilerini cok boyutlu bir bakis acisiyla ele alarak sinirlarin étesinde
yeni bir glvenlik anlayisinin gerekliligine dikkat cekmektedir. insan guvenligi
perspektifi; go¢cmen krizlerinin yonetiminde etik, insani ve surdurulebilir bir yol
haritasi sunma potansiyeline sahiptir.

ZD)U&HE“

ALISHIAINN

Anahtar Kelimeler: zorunlu gocg; kimlik krizi; insan guvenligi; sinir politikalari,
bolgesel krizler
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“Suriye’de Bolgesel Dizayn Baglaminda, Irak’ta Oldugu Gibi,
Bati-Israil Karsiti Bir Rejimin Elimine”

Esra CAVUSOGLU, Dr. Ogr. Uyesi
Marmara Universitesi, Turkiye

Ozet

7 Ekim'den bu yana 2 yilini doldurmak Uzere olan Gazze Savasl boyunca
Ortadogu'da siyaset ve gucler dengesinin yeniden sekillendigi bir sureg
gerceklesmektedir. Bu surecte en merkezi kirilma noktasi Aralik 2024'te Esed
rejiminin dusurulmesiyle Suriye'de gerceklesmistir. Bu dnemli gelisme, Arap Bahari
sonrasl surecte, devrim-karsi devrim baglaminda bdlgede yasanan gucler savasiyla
Bati destekli israil merkezli bir statikonun saglandigi bélgesel dizaynin geldigi son
asama olmustur. Kuresel ve bodlgesel gUcler ittifakina dayali olarak surdurulen
glcler savasinda, Rusya-iran-Suriye ittifakina karsi ABD-israil-bazi Kérfez
monarsileri ittifaki, Rusya'’nin Ukrayna karsiliginda Suriye'yi gézden c¢ikarmasi
sonucu énemli bir kazanim saglamistir. iran merkezli direnis ekseni, Yemen Husi
gucleriyle varligini korumaya devam etse de, israil icin bUyUk bir tehdit kaynagi olan
Esed rejiminin elimine edilmesi direnisin belini kirmistir. Bu noktada, Suriye
bélgede ikinci bir Irak drnedi sergilemektedir. Her iki 6rnekte de, Bati-israil karsiti
rejimlerin ortadan kaldirilmasi ve yerine zayif bir merkezi hukimet ve coklu
toplumsal unsurlar temelli kontrol edilebilir bir federal yapinin olusturulmasi séz
konusudur. Bu sekilde olusan siyasi istikrarsizligin devami, bu devletlerin tekrar
bdlgesel statukoya bir tehdit olusturabilecek bir gu¢ kazanmasinin dnlenmesi icin
onemlidir. Bu sebeple Irak’ta oldugu gibi, Suriye’'de Kurt bdlgesinde olusturulmus
olan ABD destekli orgutlerin varhgi parcalanmis yapinin surekliliginde énemli bir
isleve sahiptir. Bu noktada, bolgesel bir gu¢ iddiasinda olan Turkiye'nin etkisi ve
politikalar &zellikle iki temel sebeple 6nem kazanmaktadir. Birincisi, Turkiye'nin
ABD-Rusya ikilemi arasinda denge ve tarafsiz bir politika takip etmesi ikincisi ise
Tarkiye'nin Suriye ile uzun sinirt ve Kuzey Suriye'deki milis yapilanmasinin
Turkiye'nin ulusal guvenlik alanini etkilemesidir. Suriye'de yeni yonetimle birlikte
israil'in Suriye'ye pervasiz askeri saldirilarini yogunlastirmasi ve Kurt ve DuUrzi
gruplarla olan stratejik iliskileri, durumu Turkiye icin kritik bir hale getirmektedir.
Diger taraftan, iran Suriye'de nufuz sahibi oldugu gruplar Gzerinden kendisine alan
acma kapasitesine sahiptir. Mevcut guc¢ boslugunun olusturdugu bu karmasik
yapinin kirilganhgini, Ahmet Sara yonetiminin Suriye'de toplumsal bir mesruiyet
zeminine sahip olmamasi faktdoru tetikleme potansiyeline sahiptir. Bu sebeple,
Suriye'de mesru, guclu ve bagimsiz bir merkezi yonetimin kurulmasi, bolgesel
guvenlik ve istikrar icin oldugu kadar, basta Turkiye olmak Uzere bolge aktorlerinin
cikarlari icin oldukca elzemdir. Buda, bdlgesel aktorlerin isbirligi dogrultusunda
destek sagladiklari bir zeminde gerceklesme imkani bulabilir.

UNIVERSITY
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Anahtar Kelimeler: Ortadogdu:; Suriye; israil; bélgesel glvenlik
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“The Changing Security Approach: The Impact of the New
Wave of Regionalization in Latin America on Security
Policies”

Cagla MAVRUK, Assist. Prof.
Nevsehir Haci Bektas Veli University, Turkiye
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Abstract

This paper examines the impact of the new wave of regionalization that has
emerged in Latin America in recent years on security policies. Drawing on the New
Regionalization Approach (NRA) and the Copenhagen School's Securitization
Theory, this study analyzes the transformation of regional security understandings
from a multidimensional perspective.

Regional integration efforts, which gained momentum in the 1990s, have now
given way to a more flexible, multi-layered, and state-centered model of
regionalization. This transformation, particularly influenced by populist leaders, has
led to security policies being shaped around national interests rather than regional
cooperation.

Growing challenges such as drug trafficking, organized crime, irregular migration,
and other transnational threats have turned security into a central theme of foreign
policy debates. The ‘securitization’ of these threats at the discursive level has been
used by populist regimes as a means of creating domestic political legitimacy.

Drawing on cases such as El Salvador, Venezuela, and Brazil, the study highlights
the fragmentation of regional security policies. It emphasizes the decline of
multilateral mechanisms like UNASUR and the growing prominence of bilateral
and ad hoc security arrangements.

In this context, the new wave of regionalization in Latin America is leading to the
restructuring of security policies not only in economic and political spheres, but
also in discursive, leader-centered, and reactive forms, moving away from structural
and institutional approaches. The analysis aims to discuss the effects of this
transformation on the regional security architecture.

Keywords: Latin America; regional security; securitization; populism
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“The CSTO (ODKB) - A Failed Copy of NATO: Fundamental
Challenges and Difficulties in Russian Security Policy within
The So-Called Post-Soviet Space”

Marcin SKEADANOWSKI, Dr.
The John Paul Il Catholic University of Lublin, Poland

Abstract

UNIVERSITY
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In its efforts to integrate the so-called post-Soviet space according to its own
security policy priorities, the Russian Federation was instrumental in establishing
the Collective Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO / ODKB), a defense alliance
ostensibly modelled on NATO. However, the alliance’s current state — marked by its
inability to expand, its internal crises (e.g., Armenia’s withdrawal; tensions between
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan), and its lack of strategic coherence - suggests
fundamental flaws in its design. It also reflects Russia’s inability to play a role in the
region comparable to that of the United States within the Euro-Atlantic security
architecture.

This presentation will address the following themes:

1. ldeological assumptions as structural weaknesses of the CSTO: These
include Russia's self-assumed central role in the region; the underlying
notion of a unified ‘post-Soviet space’ with shared interests among states
that emerged after the Soviet Union’'s collapse; and the expectation that
CSTO members will align their foreign and security policies with Russian
interests.

UNIVERSITY

IEBEYKOZ

2. Consequences for member states: An examination of CSTO members
reveals that Russia, formally the alliance's dominant military and political
actor, often poses the principal security threat to its partners (e.g., territorial
claims against Kazakhstan; interference in Armenia’s domestic political
stability).

3. The erosion of Russian influence: Since the onset of the war with Ukraine in
2022, Russia's declining political, military, and economic capacities -
compounded by its destabilising actions in member states — have led to a
marked weakening of its regional influence. External actors have further
exacerbated this trend, notably Turkiye (in the Armenian-Azerbaijani
conflict) and China (in relation to Kazakhstan).

Conclusions: The CSTO's ineffectiveness illustrates the failure of Russia's
ideologised integration strategy, rooted in a presumption of Russian dominance
and a corresponding denial of sovereignty to other member states. The
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organisation serves as a case study in Russia’'s current inability to function as a
credible hub of political, military, or economic integration. In this regard, it is clearly
lagging behind both the United States and China.

Keywords: Collective Security Treaty Organisation; Russia, Eurasia, international
security; regional security
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“The US-Japan Alliance in a Fragmenting East Asia: Defense
Cooperation, Domestic Politics and Strategic Autonomy”

Aakriti SETHI, PhD Cand.
Jawaharlal Nehru University, India

Abstract

The U.S-Japan security alliance has historically served as a cornerstone of East
Asian security, anchored in America’s Cold War hub-and-spokes framework. Today,
the alliance faces new pressures from an increasingly fragmented international
system, shaped by rising U.S.—China rivalry, persistent North Korean threats, and
evolving regional dynamics. This paper examines the state of U.S.-Japan defense
cooperation particularly in the last two presidencies, with a focus on the contrasting
approaches of President Biden and President Trump.

UNIVERSITY
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It analyzes the converging operational aspects of the alliance including missile
defense, intelligence-sharing, contingency planning, and broader military
coordination; while situating these developments within domestic political
landscape in both countries. In the United States, shifts between Biden's
reassurance oriented multilateralism to Trump's transactional and unilateral
approach, influence the reliability of the alliance and Tokyo's strategic calculations.
In Japan, debates over constitutional reinterpretation, defense modernization, and
public opinion shape its pursuit of greater autonomy within the alliance framework.
Even though the security alliance has withstood multiple ebbs and flow of
cooperation over the many years of the relationship, the current times present a
unique set of internal &amp; external challenges that pose questions about the
scope and impetus of the alliance for the future.

UNIVERSITY
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The paper argues that Japan’s incremental pursuit of strategic autonomy
manifested in enhanced missile-defense capabilities and increased defense
spending reflects a hedge against alliance uncertainty, greater political will and an
adaptation to contemporary regional threats. Simultaneously, the alliance
continues to underpin regional deterrence and stability, demonstrating its
enduring relevance despite domestic and regional pressures. The study considers
how recent regional developments including Chinese military modernization,
Taiwan Strait tensions, and North Korean missile ambitions, test the alliance’s
resilience and signal possible trajectories for its future role in East Asian security. By
situating the U.S—Japan alliance within broader patterns of regionalization, this
paper illuminates the challenges and opportunities of maintaining stability in a
fragmenting international system.

Keywords: US-Japan alliance; defense cooperation; Biden administration; Trump
administration
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“The Race for Arctic Dominance: Russia’s Strategic Expansion
vs. U.S. Strategic Neglect in The High North (2015-2025)”

Shahzada Rahim ABBAS, PhD Cand.
Ibn Haldun University, Turkiye
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Abstract

The Russian expansion in the Arctic between 2015 and 2025 has significant
geopolitical implications, primarily orginating from a confluence of its financial and
military objectives in the region. The formation of new access to resources and
maritime routes in the region, which was created by melting ice caps, has made
the Arctic zone a key area of interest for global powers. This paper explores the
evolving geopolitical environment of the Arctic, which is increasingly shaped by the
strategic manoeuvres of Russia in contrast to its previous decade-long strategic
neglect of the region. Since 2015, Russia adopted a new Maritime strategy with a
presidential decree to ensure access to Russian naval fleet to the Arctic and Atlantic
Ocean in response to NATO near the Russian borders. The 2015 Russian maritime
strategy paved the way for expanding its military presence in the Arctic
strengthening its naval capabilities and infrastructure to assert control over the
region’s resources, whereas the U.S. has faced difficulties in developing a clear
Arctic policy, prompting concerns about national security and influence within the
area. Russia modified the same strategy in 2022 in order to further improve its
permenant security and strategic presence, with a plan of claiming Arctic Zone of
the Russian Federation (AZRF). This demonstrates the new evolving strategic pivot
of Russia towards the Arctic region amidst the growing confrontation with NATO
in Europe. The study reviews authentic academic studies, reports and policy papers
between 2015 to 2015 to present a clear contrast between Russian and U.S.
approaches to Arctic strategy.
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Russian research documents reveals a significant military expansion through the
modernisation of both nuclear and conventional forces, the establishment of
permanent bases, and the incorporation of energy policies—often characterised as
both aggressive and expansionist. Majority of the studies have noted force
modernization, while some emphasized new military installations and provocative
maneuvers securing the High North. Likewise, several studies evaluating U.S.
strategy report a rise in military drills, deployments of radar and icebreakers, and a
recent shift towards more confrontational tactics but still lacks strategic parity with
Russia in the region. Some studies reveal that U.S. approach towards the Arctic
region continue to be inconsistent, characterised by a limited permanent presence
and fluctuating strategic priorities across administrations. Moreover, the recent
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discussion about the annexation of Danish GCreeland under the Trump
administration demonstrates the strategic concerns of the U.S. regarding its
security in the High North. In this context, the ongoing geopolitical approach of
Russia towards the Arctic region are characterised by a blend of economic
objectives and military demonstrations, which have significant implications for
regional and global security.

Keywords: High North; Russian Maritime Doctrine; regional security; strategic
competition; US
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“The South Caucasus in a New Wave of Regionalism”

Zafar NAJAFQV, Dr.
National Defense University, Azerbaijan
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Abstract

Regionalism in the South Caucasus is a process with potential, but facing
difficulties. Unfortunately, although institutional and economic examples of
regionalism have been encountered in the South Caucasus to this day, conflicts,
political differences, and geopolitical orientations have played a serious role in
preventing it. For the first time, hopes for the emergence of regionalism have
increased since the Second Karabakh War. The peace agreement signed between
Azerbaijan and Armenia at the White House on August 8 of this year with the
mediation of the United States may make a significant contribution to the positive
development of regionalism in our region in terms of future prospects.

On August 8 in Washington, under the auspices of the US, a historic agreement
was signed between Azerbaijan and Armenia, marking a new chapter in the
relations between the two countries. Experts note that the region is entering a
period of radical change, where traditional actors risk losing influence, while
emerging powers aim to assert leadership through soft power strategies. For the
first time in over thirty years of conflict, both sides committed to normalizing
relations, paving the way for the establishment of diplomatic ties and the resolution
of border demarcation and delimitation issues. This represents not only an end to
hostilities but also the emergence of a new geopolitical framework in the South
Caucasus, where traditional actors are gradually losing influence, and new forces
will shape the rules based on ‘soft power.
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What specific benefits does Azerbaijan gain from the signing of this declaration?
Azerbaijan gains on several strategic fronts. First, the declaration legally and
officially removes Armenia’s territorial claims on Azerbaijan, particularly concerning
the Karabakh economic zone, eliminating any potential disputes in the future.
Second, the repeal of the US 907th amendment effectively removes double
standards and opens the door for full-fledged defense cooperation with
Washington. Third, the opening of the Zangezur Corridor under US oversight,
rather than Russian control, creates a new model for regional logistics and
strengthens Azerbaijan’s position in transcontinental projects. Additionally, the
activities of the OSCE Minsk Group will be definitively concluded, removing formal
obstacles to a direct peace process.

These changes will seriously affect the balance of power in the region and
Azerbaijan’s foreign policy position. The influence of Russia and Iran in the region
will inevitably weaken, while the roles of the US, NATO and Turkiye are set to
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strengthen. As a US ally and NATO partner, Turkiye will gain additional
opportunities to consolidate its regional presence. In a broader context, this creates
conditions for transforming the Middle Corridor into a strategic logistical artery
across Eurasia, positively impacting the integration of the Turkic world. In this
scenario, Azerbaijan not only will elevate its bilateral relations with the US to the
level of a strategic partnership but also reinforce its position as a key regional actor.
At the same time, it is evident that these changes will affect the Russia-Azerbaijan
alliance, which will need to adapt to the new reality.

% Keywords: South Caucasus; Second Karabakh War; Zangezur Corridor; Middle
Corridor; Turkic World
]
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“Tipping the Balance Across Eurasia: The Tough Questions
the World Asks China”

Spyros, KATSOULAS, Assist. Prof.
American College of Greece, Greece
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Abstract

This paper examines China's strategic behavior amid the wars in Ukraine and the
Middle East, arguing that Beijing's stance reflects neither passivity nor
opportunism, but a deliberate effort to redefine the meaning of power and
legitimacy in the twenty-first century. Rather than perceiving these crises as
isolated disruptions, Chinese leaders interpret them as phases in a long geopolitical
marathon marking the erosion of U.S.-led unipolarity and the emergence of an
alternative international order. Through a calibrated partnership with Russia, an
expanding diplomatic and economic footprint in the Arab world, and the adaptive
evolution of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), China seeks to transform connectivity
into influence and to recast the principles of global order from within. Its conduct
illustrates a distinctive mode of power projection that privileges flexibility,
interdependence, and narrative legitimacy over traditional military confrontation.
Yet, confronting its own sense of exceptionalism may prove China's greatest
challenge—at a moment when the world continues to pose increasingly tough
guestions about the nature of its rise, the values that sustain it, and the extent to
which Beijing is willing to lend its support to the partners that now look to it for
leadership. By analyzing key regional case studies, the paper shows how China
aspires to consolidate Eurasia as a relational sphere of influence while constructing
an alternative moral equilibrium in which sovereignty, stability, and development
replace Western universals as the dominant currency of legitimacy.
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Keywords: China's foreign policy; Eurasia geopolitics; moral legitimacy; strategic
coordination

81



\J lobal C . .. .
P | G rencaceay BOOK OF ABSTRACTS | BiLDiRi ®ZETLERI KiTAPCIGI

AR | 1stanbul 2025

“Tark Devletleri Birligi Yolunda idari Alan: Kuramsal Cerceve,
Zorluklar ve Firsatlar”

Hamza ATES, Prof. Dr.
Istanbul Medeniyet Universitesi, Tlrkiye

Ozet

Bu bildiri, Tark idari Alani kavramini yalnizca teorik bir cerceve olarak degil, ayni
zamanda Turk Devletleri Birligi vizyonunun stratejik bir kilometre tasi olarak ele
almaktadir. Kuresellesmenin son yillarda yasadigi gerileme, ulus-devletlerin dne
cikisi  ve bolgesellesme edilimlerinin hiz  kazanmasi, uluslararasi iliskiler
literatUrunde yeni butunlesme arayislarini gundeme getirmistir. Bu baglamda,
Turk DuUnyasi'nin siyasal istikrar Uretme kapasitesi, ekonomik entegrasyonun
derinlestirilmesi ve kulturel kimligin kuresel meydan okumalar karsisinda direng
gelistirmesi, yalnizca diplomatik ve ekonomik isbirligiyle degdil, ayni zamanda idari
yakinsama surecleriyle yakindan iliskilidir.

UNIVERSITY
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Tarihsel  perspektiften  bakildiginda, Goékturk Kaganhgr'ndan  Osmanli
Imparatorlugu’'na uzanan ortak idari gelenekler; merkeziyetcilik, liyakat ilkesi,
adalet anlayisi ve yerel-merkez dengesi gibi unsurlar Uzerinden sureklilik
gostermektedir. Bu tarihsel arka plan, Sovyetler Birligi'nin dagilmasinin ardindan
bagimsizligini kazanan Turk Cumhuriyetlerinin kurumsal yapilanmalarinda
gozlenen benzerliklerle birlestiginde, entegrasyon icin énemli bir baslangi¢c noktasi
sunmaktadir. Dolayisiyla TUrk idari Alani, hem tarihsel streklilik hem de gtincel
kurumsal yakinlik Uzerinden anlam kazanan bir ¢cerceve olarak ortaya ¢cikmaktadir.

UNIVERSITY
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Calismada, ozellikle Turk Devletleri Teskilati’'nin kurumsallasma sureci incelenmis,
Nahc¢ivan Anlasmasi’'ndan gunUmuze uzanan evrimsel surecte, ekonomik ve
guvenlik odakli isbirliginin giderek ydnetisim ve kamu yonetimi boyutuna kaydigi
vurgulanmistir. Bu baglamda idari alan, yalnizca teknik bir isbirligi zemini degil, ayni
zamanda ortak yonetim standartlari (liyakat, seffaflik, hesap verebilirlik,
dijitallesme) Uzerinden kalicl bir siyasal ve toplumsal istikrar Uretme potansiyeli
tasimaktadir.

Bununla birlikte, entegrasyonun onunde azimsanmayacak Olcude engel ve
sinirlihklar bulunmaktadir. Rejim tiplerindeki farklliklar (otoriter egilimler ile
demokratik acilimlar arasindaki gerilim), ekonomik asimetriler ve kaynak
bagimliliklari, kurumsal kapasite eksiklikleri ve 06zellikle Rusya-Cin-Bati
ucgeninden kaynaklanan jeopolitik baskilar, Turk Dunyasi'nda idari butunlesme
surecini yavaslatan faktorlerdir. Bu sorunlar, yalnizca teknik duzeyde degil, ayni
zamanda normatif ve siyasi duzlemde de dikkate alinmasi gereken yapisal
engellerdir.
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Buna karsin, ortak idari standartlarin benimsenmesi, kamu personeli degisim
programlarinin uygulanmasi, ortak yonetisim akademilerinin kurulmasi ve dijital
kamu hizmetlerinde entegrasyon gibi oneriler, Turk Dunyasi'nda kalici ve
surdurulebilir bir burokratik kulturun insasina ciddi katki saglayacaktir. Bu tur
uygulamalar, Ulkeler arasinda guven insa ederken ayni zamanda halklarin gunluk
yasamina dogrudan etki eden kurumsal duzenlemeleri de uyumlu hale
getirecektir. Bu cercevede TUurk idari Alani, gelecekte konfederal ya da birlik
duzeyine evrilebilecek bir yapinin kurumsal temelini olusturma kapasitesine
sahiptir.

Z0MA3E Eﬂ
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Sonuc olarak, Turk idari Alan’'nin insasi, Turk Devletleri Birligi'nin sembolik bir
soylem olmaktan c¢ikip somut bir jeopolitik ve normatif aktdér haline gelmesinin
onkosulu niteligindedir. Bu alan, yalnizca Turk Dunyasi icin degil, ayni zamanda ¢ok
kutuplu uluslararasi sistemin istikrar arayisina katki sunabilecek stratejik bir vizyon
tasimaktadir. Kuresel duzende parcalanma ve belirsizliklerin arttigi bir dénemde,
Tark idari Alani hem bdlgesel butlnlesmenin hem de alternatif bir yonetim
modelinin taslyicisi olma potansiyeline sahiptir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Turk idari Alani; Turk Devletleri Teskilatl; bolgesellesme; idari
entegrasyon; siyasal istikrar; jeopolitik guc¢
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“Turkiye in a Multipolar World: From Regional Power to
Global Player?”

Nubara KULIYEVA, PhD Cand.
National Research University Higher School of Economics, Russia

Abstract

The paper examines the evolution of Turkiye's international positioning under the
rule of the Justice and Development Party (JDP) in the context of a shifting
multipolar World order. Traditionally regarded as a middle power, Turkiye has
progressively redefined its role by expanding its influence across multiple regions
and by employing both soft and hard power tools. The study highlights Ankara's
transition from a Western-centric and status quo-oriented foreign policy toward a
more autonomous, multi-vector strategy, expressed in the concepts of “The World
is Greater than Five” and the “Century of Turkiye.” These initiatives reveal Turkiye's
aspiration to reform global governance structures, particularly the United Nations,
while simultaneously consolidating its domestic foundations for strategic
autonomy.

UNIVERSITY

IE BEYKOZ

The paper situates Turkiye's foreign policy trajectory within broader debates on
middle powers, exploring rationalist, behavioral, and constructivist approaches. It
argues that while Turkiye still displays features of a middle power, such as
multilateral engagement and soft power initiatives, its increasing reliance on
unilateralism, military interventions, and normative rhetoric positions it as a
“modified middle power” seeking status beyond the conventional framework.

UNIVERSITY
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At the same time, the study emphasizes the structural constraints that generate
an ambition-capacity gap. Turkiye's fragile economic base, marked by persistent
inflation, currency volatility, and energy dependence, limits its ability to sustain its
international activism. Domestic polarization and political instability further
undermine coherence in foreign policy and cast doubt on Ankara's capacity to
evolve into a global power. These internal vulnerabilities, coupled with systemic
pressures from an increasingly conflict-prone international system, suggest that
Turkiye's global aspirations remain constrained.

Keywords: Turkiye; middle power; MENA; Justice and Development Party; The
World is Bigger Than Five; New International Order
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“Trade, Tariffs, and Shifting Geopolitics in The Indo-Pacific:
Implications for India-US Partnership”

Dinoj Kumar UPADHYAY, Assist. Prof.
Somaiya Vidyavihar University, India
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Abstract

Trump's policies to impose tariffs to reduce the trade deficit and promote domestic
industry are not only reshaping its relations with allies and partners but also
catalysing the geopolitical shifts and ushering in new regional and global
realignments. The Trump administration is also diluting commitments to the Indo-
Pacific region, bringing more hard power elements and reducing the soft power
elements from the US strategy. His approach indicates the abandonment of its own
Indo-Pacific strategy of counter-balancing China and ensuring a free, open Indo-
Pacific and rules-based order in the region. Undermining the importance of
institutional initiatives such as QUAD and AUKUS would arguably curtail US
strategic ability.

Enhancing the India-US relationship was considered to be a prominent element in
the US Indo-Pacific strategy, which appears to be changed considerably now. The
Trump administration has imposed hefty tariffs of 50 per cent and also taken
multiple provocative stances towards New Delhi. Despite New Delhi's rejection,
President Trump has repeatedly claimed that he brokered peace between India
and Pakistan. Recently, President Trump signed a proclamation imposing a
staggering $100,000 fee on new H-1B visas that would have severe implications for
Indian professionals, including those in the IT and medical fields. The mutual trust
has been shaken now, and it would not be easy to repair the damage done by the
President Trump. New Delhi has shown its willingness to negotiate with the US,
however, it resisted hegemonic tendencies and maintains its multi-aligned foreign
policy. India's pragmatic rapprochement with China and contiued partnership with
Russia would have impact on the geopolitical dynamics in the regiona and regional
institutional arrangements. In this context, the paper aims to analyse the Trump
policies towards the Indo-Pacific and how it will affect the geopolitical dynamics in
the region. Finally it will analyze its implications for the India-US partnership.

Keywords: trade; tariffs; geopolitics; institutional initiatves; Indo-Pacific strategy
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“Uluslararasi Hukukta Egemenlik ve insani Miidahale
Arasindaki Hukuki-Doktriner Celiski: Azerbaycan Deneyimi
ve Bolgesel Analiz”

ZUumrud OSMANLI, Dog. Dr.
Milli Savunma Universitesi, Azerbaycan

Ozet
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Bu makale, uluslararasi hukukta iki temel ilke olan devlet egemenligi ile insani
mudahale arasindaki normatif celiskileri ve bu celiskilerin cagdas uluslararasi
iliskiler sisteminde dogurdugu hukuki sorunlari incelemektedir. Ozellikle
Ermenistan-Azerbaycan catismasi baglaminda s6z konusu ilkelerin  nasil
uygulandigi, Azerbaycan'in uluslararasi hukuka dayall tutumu ve deneyimi analiz
edilmektedir. Egemenligin toprak butunlugu ve i¢ islerine karismama gibi temel
unsurlar uluslararasi hukukun ana sutunlari olarak kabul edilse de, adir insan
haklarr ihlalleri durumlarinda uluslararasi mudahale gerekliligi, insani mudahale ve
“Koruma Sorumlulugu” (Responsibility to Protect - R2P) doktrini ile
mesrulastiriimaktadir. Bu durum, uluslararasi hukukta celiskili ve cogu zaman siyasi
baglamda uygulanan yaklasimlarin olusmasina neden olmustur. Makale,
Azerbaycan’in 1991 yilinda bagimsizligini yeniden kazanmasindan sonra Anayasa ve
uluslararasi belgeler temelinde sekillendirdigi hukuki tutumu ele almaktadir. 2020
yilinda yasanan 44 gunluk Vatan Muharebesi sirasinda Azerbaycan'n BM
Antlasmasi'nin 51. maddesine dayanarak mesru mudafaa hakkini kullanmasi,
uluslararasi hukuka uygun bir davranis érnegiolarak sunulmaktadir. Ayni zamanda
Azerbaycan, insani mudahalenin yalnizca uluslararasi hukuka uygun, nesnel
kriterlerle ve secici yaklasimdan uzak sekilde uygulanmasinin gerekliligini
vurgulamaktadir. Makale ayrica Montevideo Sozlesmesi, BM Antlasmasi, Helsinki
Nihai Senedi gibi temel hukuki belgeler ile 62/243 sayili BM Genel Kurulu karari gibi
somut orneklere atifta bulunmaktadir. Arastirmanin bilimsel yeniligi, Azerbaycan'in
egemenlik ve insani mudahale konularinda gelistirdigi hukuki modelin bdlgesel ve
kUresel olcekte 6rnek teskil edecek nitelikte degerlendiriimesinde yatmaktadir.
Metodolojik olarak ise hukuki belgelerin analizi ve diplomatik tutumlarin
karsilastirilmasi yéntemi benimsenmistir. Sonu¢ olarak makale, uluslararasi
hukukun istikrari ve etkinliginin ancak devletlerin egemen haklarl ile insan
haklarinin korunmasi arasinda bir denge kurulmasiyla mumkun olabilecegini
ortaya koymaktadir. Azerbaycan deneyimi, bu dengenin nasil saglanabilecegini
gosteren pratik bir 6rnek olarak degerlendirilebilir.
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Anahtar Kelimeler: egemenlik ilkesi; insani mudahale ilkesi; insan haklari;
uluslararasi insancil hukuk; mesru mudafaa hakki
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“Weakening International Institutions: Implications for
Global Governance and Multilateralism”

Abdallah HOUADEF, Assist. Prof.
University of Msila, Algeria
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Abstract

In an increasingly multipolar and fragmented international system, institutions
such as the United Nations (UN) and the European Union (EU) are facing
unprecedented challenges to their legitimacy, cohesion, and effectiveness. These
bodies, long considered the cornerstones of multilateral cooperation and global
governance, are now confronting internal crises, external pressures, and declining
influence. The resurgence of nationalism, the erosion of liberal democratic norms,
and the strategic disengagement of major powers have significantly weakened
their capacity to coordinate collective responses to global issues. This paper
explores the political, structural, and ideological factors contributing to the
weakening of these institutions and examines the broader implications for
multilateralism. Through a comparative analysis of the UN and EU, the study
investigates how internal fragmentation, power imbalances, and institutional
fatigue have constrained their decision-making processes and undermined their
credibility. Case studies -including failures in peacekeeping, climate action,
migration policy, and responses to global health emergencies- highlight the
widening gap between institutional mandates and their real-world performance.
The paper also considers how emerging powers and regional blocs are reshaping
the multilateral landscape, often bypassing traditional institutions in favor of
alternative arrangements driven by national interest or regional priorities.

The central argument is that the weakening of international institutions reflects
not only institutional shortcomings but also a deeper transformation in the global
order—one in which rules-based multilateralism is increasingly subordinated to
geopolitical competition and strategic autonomy. This decline poses serious risks
to global stability, particularly in addressing transnational threats that require
coordinated action. However, the paper also explores the potential for institutional
reform, adaptive multilateralism, and more inclusive governance frameworks that
reflect the evolving distribution of global power. Ultimately, the paper argues that
while traditional institutions are in decline, the principles of multilateralism remain
vital. Their survival will depend on political will, structural adaptation, and the ability
to regain trust in an era marked by fragmentation and uncertainty.
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Keywords: multilateralism; global governance; United Nations; European Union;
International Institutions
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“Yemen i¢ Savasi ve Bolgesel Miicadele: Kiiresel istikrar
Arayisinin Cikmaz”

Emre CITAK, Dog. Dr.
Hitit Universitesi, Turkiye

Ozet

2014'ten bu yana devam eden Yemen ic Savasl, yalnizca Ulkenin ic dinamikleriyle
aciklanamayacak veya bu sinirl cercevede ¢co6zume kavusturulamayacak kadar cok
aktorlu ve karmasik bir yapiya burUnmustur. Yerel gugler arasinda baslayan
catismalar, kisa sUrede bdlgesel ve uluslararasi rekabetin yansimasina donuserek
Yemen'de derin bir yikim yaratmistir. Arap Bahari sureciyle ivme kazanan siyasi,
ekonomik ve toplumsal sorunlar catismaya giden yolu acarken, kisa zamanda dis
aktorlerin dogrudan mudahaleleriyle kriz cok daha genis bir boyut kazanmistir.
Catismanin milyonlarca insani etkileyen bir insani felakete dénusmesi ve
gerceklestirilen sayisiz muzakereye ragmen kalici bir barisin saglanamamasi, bu dis
mudahalelerin dogrudan sonucudur. Suudi Arabistan ve Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri
dnculugunde kurulan koalisyonun StUnni gruplara, iran’in ise Sii gruplara verdigi
acik destek Yemen'de istikrar Uretmekten ziyade s6z konusu aktorlerin jeopolitik
cikarlarina ve guvenlik kaygilarina hizmet etmektedir. Boylece mezhepsel ayrimlar
Uzerinden bdlgesel rekabet pekismekte ve savas vekdlet mucadelesi niteligi
kazanmaktadir.

UNIVERSITY

IE BEYKOZ

Bu baglamda Yemen i¢ Savasi, konferans cagri metninde vurgulanan “cok kutuplu
duzenin belirsizlikleri” ile “bdlgesel rekabetlerin istikrari zayiflatici etkisi"nin somut
bir ornegi olarak degerlendirilebilir.  Catismanin  uluslararasi  boyutu,
bdlgesellesmenin kuresel sistemle etkilesimini de gozler dnune sermektedir. Bab
el-Mendeb Bogazi ve Kizildeniz Uzerinden gecen enerji nakil hatlarinin tehdit
altinda olmasi, kuresel ticaretin guvenligini sarsmakta ve enerji jeopolitigine
dogrudan yansimaktadir. Ayrica dunyanin en agir insani krizlerinden birinin
sahnesine donusen Yemen,; aclik, salgin hastaliklar ve zorunlu go¢ gibi etkileriyle
yalnizca bdlgesel gluvenligi degil, uluslararasi toplumun insan guvenligi gundemini
de derinden etkilemektedir. Birlesmis Milletler'in baris sureclerinde etkisiz kalmasi
ise kuresel kurumlarin zayifigini, buna karsilik bdlgesel aktérlerin cikar
onceliklerinin belirleyici oldugunu acik¢ca gostermektedir.

UNIVERSITY

IEBEYKOZ

Sonuc olarak Yemen i¢ Savasl, parcalanmakta olan bir dinyada bélgesellesmenin
istikrar yaratmak yerine kirilganhgi derinlestirdigini ortaya koymaktadir. Bolgesel
aktorlerin rekabetci stratejileri is birligi ve baris girisimlerini zayiflatmakta,
uluslararasi kurumlarin etkinlik kaybi bu kirilganligi daha da artirmaktadir. Yemen
ornegdi, cagri metninde alti cizilen uluslararasi sistemin “gecis donemi” kosullarinda,
bdlgesellesme ile istikrar arayisi arasindaki gerilimin en carpici 6rneklerinden biri
olarak karsimiza ¢cikmaktadir.
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Bu bildiride Yemen i¢c Savasi, uluslararasi sistemin parcalanma edilimleri ve
bolgesellesme surecleri baglaminda incelenmektedir. Calismada Ug¢ asamali bir
analitik cerceve énermektedir. ilk olarak Yemen'in ic yapisal kirilganhklari ele
alinmaktadir. ikinci olarak, Suudi Arabistan, BAE ve iran'in mUdahaleleri Uzerinden
bolgesel glc rekabeti tartisiimaktadir. UcUncU olarak, enerji gavenlidi, ticaret yollari
ve insani kriz Uzerinden kuresel yansimalar dederlendirilmektedir. Bdylece Yemen
ornegi, bdlgesellesmenin istikrar Uretme kapasitesinin sinirlarini ve uluslararasi
sistemdeki belirsizlikleri nasil derinlestirdigini géstermektedir.

ZD)U&HE“

ALISHIAINN

Anahtar Kelimeler: Yemen i¢c Savasi; Arap Bahari; Hussiler; Ortadogdu; kuresel
istikrar

89



\J lobal C . .. .
2 : e BOOK OF ABSTRACTS | BiLDiRi ®ZETLERI KiTAPCIGI
Istanbul 2025

“Yukselen Cin ve Degisen Kiresel Glic Dengesine Teorik
Yaklasimlar”

Ezgi KILICARSLAN GUL, Doktorant
Kirikkale Universitesi, TUrkiye

Ozet

Cin Halk Cumhuriyeti 21. Yuzyilin basindan itibaren ekonomik, teknolojik ve askeri
alanlarda hizli bir yUkselis gostermeyi basarmistir. Bu yuUkselis, uluslararasi
sistemdeki guc¢ dengelerini degistirecek duzeyde oldugundan Cin'in yukselisi
sadece bdlgesel degil ayni zamanda kuresel bir yukselis olarak gérulmeye
baslamistir. Bati'nin normatif temellerinden uzak bir sekilde yUkselise gectigi icin
birtakim teorisyenler Cin'in yUkselisini mevcut uluslararasi duzene Kkarsi bir
alternatif olarak gorurken bazi teorisyenler ise Cin'in yukselisini uluslararasi sisteme
entegre olma c¢abasi olarak degerlendirmektedir. Bu nedenle Cin'in yukselisinin
dogasl, yonu ve uluslararasi sistem Uzerindeki olasi etkileri, farkli uluslararasi iliskiler
teorileri tarafindan gesitli bicimlerde aciklanmaktadir.

UNIVERSITY

|GJBEYKOZ £

Bu bildiri, Cin'in yukselisini realizm, liberalizm, konstruktivizm ve Global South
(KUresel  Guney) perspektiflerinden  karsilastirmali  olarak ele almayi
amaclamaktadir. Realist teorisyenler, 6zellikle John J. Mearsheimer ve Kenneth
Waltz, Cin'in yUkselisini uluslararasi sistemde gdrulen gu¢ mucadelesinin anarsik
yapinin bir sonucu olarak dederlendirirken, hegemonya mucadelesinin
kacinilmazligina dikkat cekerler. Buna karsilik, Robert Keohane ve Joseph Nye gibi
liberal kuramcilar, ekonomik karsilikli bagimlilik, uluslararasi kurumlar ve kuresel
yonetisim mekanizmalarinin, Cin'in yukselisini bariscil bir bicimde yonetebilecegdini
savunur. Konstruktivist yaklasim ise Alexander Wendt ve Amitav Acharya gibi
dusunurler araciligiyla, Cin'in kimlik insasi, tarihsel sdylemleri ve “bariscil yukselis”
séylemi Uzerinden normatif bir degerlendirme sunar. Kuiresel GUney perspektifi ise
bu sureci Bati-merkezli uluslararasi iliskiler anlayisinin  otesinde, tarihsel
sémurgecilik, bagimhlik iliskileri ve kalkinma esitsizlikleri baglaminda ele alir. Bu
yaklasima gére Cin, geleneksel Bati guclerinin aksine “hegemonik olmayan” bir
kalkinma modeli sunarak Guney'in kendini 6ne c¢ikarma surecine katkida
bulundugunu savunmaktadir. Kuresel Guney yaklasimi Cin'in yUkselisini bir “Bati
disi modernlesme” ve “post-hegemonik duzen” arayisi olarak kavramsallastirir. Bu
cercevede Cin, mevcut kuresel duzenin pasif bir unsuru degil, uluslararasi sistemin
normatif dénusumunde aktif bir aktor olarak degerlendirilmelidir.

UNIVERSITY

IEBEYKOZ

Cin'in “Kusak ve Yol Girisimi” (Belt and Road Initiative) gibi projeleri, sadece
ekonomik genisleme stratejileri olarak degil, ayni zamanda Kuresel GUney ulkeleri
arasinda dayanisma, altyapi paylasimi ve alternatif kuresellesme bicimlerinin insasi
olarak yorumlanmaktadir. Fakat burada bir paradoksun da ortaya c¢ikmasi
mumkundur ¢cunku Cin bir yandan uluslararasi projeleri ile kendi ekonomisini
gelistirip normatif etkisini genisletirken bir yandan da &zellikle GUney'de yeni bir
bagimlilik iliskisi de yaratmaktadir.

Bildiri, bu dort kuramsal yaklasimin temel varsayimlarini ve Cin'in dis politikasini
karsilastirmali olarak analiz etmektedir. Boylece Cin'in yukselisinin yalnizca maddi
gucg unsurlariyla degil, aynizamanda kimlik, norm ve sdylem duzeyinde ¢ok boyutlu
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bir donusum olarak anlasilmasi ve sadece bati merkezli yaklasimlarla
aclklanmasinin  eksik bir yaklasim oldugu vurgulanmaktadir. Sonuc¢ olarak,
uluslararasi sistemde Cin'in artan etkisi, hem mevcut duzenin devamliligini hem de
alternatif bir normatif dizenin insasini tartismaya agcmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cin'in yuUkselisi; uluslararasi duzen; gUc¢ dengesi; realizm;
liberalizm; konstruktivizmn
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