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A WAR AMID WARS: ISRAEL'S ATTACKS ON SYRIA 
 
“I want a Jewish state that operates according to the values of the Jewish people. It is written 
that the future of Jerusalem is to expand as far as Damascus. Only Jerusalem, as far as 
Damascus.”  
 
These words were spoken by Israel’s radical Finance Minister, Bezalel Smotrich, in the 
documentary Israel: Extremists in Power, which was broadcast by the French television 
channel ARTE TV in September 2024. Expressing the concept of the Promised Land, an 
indispensable element of the Israeli archetype, the minister underscored the significance of 
Damascus while emphasizing the intention of the homeless children of the prophets to exist 
within the promised lands between the Euphrates and the Nile. 
 
 
The Importance of the Golan Heights for 
Israel 
 
In Syria, following the intensification of 
clashes on November 27, 2024, the last heir 
of the Ba'ath regime, Bashar al-Assad, was 
overthrown on December 8. 
Simultaneously with the collapse of the 61-
year-old regime, the Israeli army entered 
the buffer zone around the Golan Heights, 
advancing its occupation to within 25 
kilometers of Damascus. Ordering the 
Israel Defense Forces to take control of the 
region, Netanyahu outlined Israel’s military 
objectives in Syria as follows: 
 
• To completely seize the buffer zone of 

the United Nations Disengagement 
Observer Force (UNDOF) and establish 
control there, 

• Expanding this area to ensure the 
removal of heavy weapons and 
infrastructure that pose a threat to 
Israel, 

• Preventing Iran from smuggling 
weapons into Lebanon, 

• Destroying Syria's heavy strategic 
weapons, including its air and missile 
defense systems. 

 
Rob G. Pinfold, a lecturer in International 
Peace and Security at Durham University, 

states that Israel's strategy is focused on 
ensuring its security and expanding its 
influence in Syria. Indeed, Israel’s efforts to 
expand the buffer zone in the Golan 
Heights, in violation of international law, 
further underscore this reality. 
 
The Golan Heights, which shares borders 
with Syria, Israel, Lebanon, and Jordan, 
represents a vital water source, a strategic 
point for national security, and a sacred 
region for Israel due to its emphasis in 
Jewish texts. 
 
Throughout history, Israel captured the 
Golan Heights during its 1967 offensive and 
retained control of the region against Syria 
in the 1973 Yom Kippur War. A year later, 
United Nations peacekeeping forces were 
deployed to the conflict zone, and both 
sides agreed to demilitarize the area under 
the Disengagement Agreement. Although 
negotiations were later mediated by both 
the United States (U.S.) and Türkiye, no 
significant agreement was reached. 
 
In 2016, Netanyahu convened his Cabinet 
on the Golan Heights and declared, "The 
Golan Heights will remain ours forever." 
Following this statement, the United 
Nations Security Council deemed Israel’s 
sovereignty claims over the region null and 
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void. However, ahead of the 2019 Israeli 
elections, the U.S. officially recognized 
Israeli sovereignty over the Golan Heights.  
 
Israel's Efforts to Destabilize Syria 
Through Ethnic and Religious Minorities 
 
Israel seeks to shape Syria in line with its 
interests by exploiting both existing 
conflicts and those it aims to create. In 
doing so, it not only operates on the 
ground but also leverages local and 
international media to divide Syria along 
ethnic and religious lines. 
 
As part of this strategy, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Gideon Sa’ar, for the first time 
during an EU-Israel meeting, openly stated 
that the government supports Syria’s 
fragmentation. He argued that the country 
should be divided into autonomous states 
based on ethnic and religious lines. 
Accordingly, Israel aims to establish a 
Druze state in the south, a Sunni Arab state 
in the central region, and a Kurdish state in 
the north, thereby using Syria’s ethnic and 
religious diversity to destabilize the 
country. 
 
Israel is also cooperating with Kurdish 
separatists in Syria to gain control over a 
vast stretch of land between the occupied 
Golan Heights and the Euphrates region. 
The objective is to create an uninterrupted 
land corridor between Israeli-held territory 
and areas under Kurdish separatist control, 
thereby preventing both Türkiye and Iran 
from maintaining a strong presence in 
Syria. 
 
While the Israeli government supports 
Kurdish separatists in northeastern Syria, it 
is also working to strengthen ties with the 
Druze community through Sweida. In this 
context, Netanyahu has positioned Israel 
as the "protector of the Druze" and 

announced plans to grant work permits to 
Druze individuals in the so-called Israeli 
towns of the Golan Heights. 
 
Meanwhile, Israel is attempting to deepen 
ethnic and religious divisions in Syria 
through its local media. In a report titled 
"We Do Not Want to Live in an Islamic 
State," Israeli media claimed that the Druze 
were calling for Israeli intervention, 
arguing that they could not meet their 
needs under the interim Syrian 
government. By promoting such narratives, 
Israel seeks to legitimize its presence in the 
region and expand its operational space for 
military actions. 
 
Syria as a Battleground Between Iran and 
Israel 
 
Syria holds immense strategic importance 
due to the conflicting interests of various 
states, particularly in its region. 
Understanding Israel’s aggressive policies 
toward Syria requires a firm grasp of the 
dynamics between Iran and Israel. 
 
For Iran, Syria serves as a crucial transit 
point for arms shipments to Hezbollah and 
a key opportunity to expand its military 
network. However, the fall of the Bashar al-
Assad regime marked a significant setback 
for the Iran-led Axis of Resistance, casting 
doubt over Iran’s land corridor to 
Hezbollah in Lebanon. As a result, Israel 
gained an advantage in securing its borders 
and preventing Syria from becoming an 
Iranian military stronghold. 
 
In 2012, Israel introduced the War Between 
Wars doctrine to establish broad 
deterrence. The following year, Israeli Air 
Force strikes intensified, aiming to disrupt 
Iran’s arms transfers through the region 
while also periodically targeting Iranian 
and Hezbollah assets. 
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After 2016, Iran’s efforts to establish a 
permanent military presence in Syria 
accelerated Israel’s military operations. 
This operational surge not only disrupted 
Iran’s arms shipments but also hindered its 
regional entrenchment. Consequently, Iran 
adopted a new strategy, signing a defense 
agreement with the Assad regime on 
August 26, 2018. Through this pact, Iran 
sought to infiltrate the Syrian army and 
continue military base construction—
despite Israeli interventions. 
 
The year 2022 marked the highest number 
of Israeli attacks on Syria targeting Iranian 
assets, with strikes centered on Damascus 
and Aleppo continuing into the following 
year. Israel’s strategy of waging a 
“sustained, low-intensity war” against Iran 
took a significant turn in April 2024 when it 
launched an attack on the Iranian 
consulate in Damascus. 
 
Iran expert Hurşit Dingil assessed this 
development, stating, “Considering that 
Iran and its proxy forces have gradually 
escalated their actions against the U.S. and 
Israel since October 7, Israel’s attack can be 
seen as a reflection of ongoing tensions.” 
 
Meanwhile, Israeli Ground Forces 
Commander Lieutenant General Eyal Zamir 
declared that 2025 would be a war-focused 
year against Iran, further signaling an 
escalation in hostilities. However, despite 
Iran’s claims that its resistance against 
Israel remains intact after Bashar al-Assad’s 
fall, analysts suggest that Tehran’s losses in 
Syria and financial constraints limit its 
capacity for large-scale retaliation. 
 
International Reactions to Israel’s Syria 
Policy 
 
Having won the U.S. elections for a second 
time, Trump continues to facilitate Middle 

East developments that favor Israel. The 
U.S. has recognized the Golan Heights as 
Israeli territory, supported Israel’s defense 
systems—including the Iron Dome, David’s 
Sling, and Arrow—and played a role in 
suppressing Hamas and Hezbollah, which 
pose regional threats to Israel. 
 
Trump’s statement on his X account, "I am 
sending Israel everything it needs to get the 
job done," exemplifies this stance. In this 
context, the U.S. aligns with Israeli 
expansionism and seeks to pressure Iran 
into a full withdrawal from Syria. 
 
Türkiye is among the few countries 
opposing Israel’s policies in both Palestine 
and Syria. However, despite strong 
rhetoric, Türkiye is not expected to engage 
in direct military conflict with Israel. 
 
Israel views Türkiye’s policies in Syria with 
suspicion. A government-affiliated 
committee has assessed ‘Türkiye as a 
potential threat greater than Iran, citing its 
military support for the interim Syrian 
government as a serious risk to Israel’. The 
report also suggests that ‘Türkiye’s backing 
of certain groups in Syria may stem from 
ambitions to restore the Ottoman Empire’s 
former influence’. 
 
Since 2015, Russia has operated the S-400 
air defense system at Hmeimim Air Base in 
Latakia but has not directly intervened to 
prevent Israeli airstrikes on Syrian regime 
and Iranian targets. On the contrary, Russia 
has carefully avoided direct confrontation 
with Israel. While it has taken some steps 
to keep Iranian heavy weaponry away from 
Israel’s borders and prevent Iran from 
purchasing land in Damascus, uncertainty 
persists within the U.S.-Israeli camp over 
Russia’s true commitment to curbing 
Iranian influence. 
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Russia’s stable military presence in Syria 
makes it a more predictable actor for Israel, 
allowing both countries to coordinate 
Israeli airstrikes. Therefore, the potential 
closure of Russian bases—or their takeover 
by Iran or other groups—would represent 
a worst-case scenario for Israel. 
 
The Gulf states generally maintain good 
diplomatic relations with Israel and have 
supported it against their regional rival, 
Iran, during the conflicts in Syria. These 
relations fluctuate, as seen in Egypt and 
Jordan, but largely remain limited to 
diplomatic statements condemning Israel’s 
human rights violations and calling for an 
independent Palestinian state. 
 
During its autumn 2024 session, the United 
Nations Human Rights Council addressed 
the ongoing crisis in Syria. The Council 
highlighted the deteriorating humanitarian 
situation, stating, "Only a quarter of this 
year’s humanitarian needs have been met, 
and these needs have reached their highest 
level in 13 years of conflict." Additionally, 
UN Special Envoy for Syria Geir Pedersen 
expressed deep concern over Israel’s 
military activities, emphasizing that Israel 
continues to violate the 1974 
Disengagement Agreement. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Syria has bid farewell to the Ba'ath regime 
after 61 years, with power now in the 
hands of the opposition. While the interim 
government seeks to purge the remnants 
of the old regime, it also struggles to 
redefine its position amid Israel’s 
expansionism and other regional dynamics. 
 
Driven by its vision of the Promised Land, 
Israel aims to establish dominance in the 
region. To sustain instability in Syria, it 
destabilizes the country by directly or 

indirectly supporting militia groups and 
fostering polarization along ethnic and 
religious lines. Additionally, it manipulates 
narratives through local and international 
media to deepen these divisions. 
 
Meanwhile, Iran has provided direct 
military support to the region since the 
outbreak of the civil war in 2011, seeking to 
preserve its land corridor to Hezbollah in 
Lebanon and expand its military influence. 
This has heightened Israel’s security 
concerns, fueling an ongoing regional 
rivalry and escalating the conflict within a 
broader war. 
 
In conclusion, Israel intervenes in the 
region—directly or indirectly—to advance 
its vision of a Jewish state stretching from 
Jerusalem to Damascus and seeks to 
deepen divisions by exploiting Syria's 
ethnic and religious diversity. In this 
context, Israel is likely to initiate 
infrastructure projects and economic 
improvements to encourage Jewish 
migration to the Golan Heights. 
 
Additionally, in response to the Iranian 
threat, Israel may strengthen its alignment 
with the United States and opposition 
groups in southern Syria, using them to 
counter Iran-backed forces and curb 
Tehran’s regional influence. At this stage, 
Türkiye’s diplomatic ties with Israel are 
expected to become more complex, with 
Ankara unlikely to ignore Israeli 
provocations in Syria. The struggle for 
influence between the two countries may 
persist through indirect competition via the 
groups they support. 
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