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The European Parliament elections are 
institutionally very important for the EU. It 
is an important organization for the EU 
both because it is the place where the EU's 
regulatory decisions and laws are voted 
and because it determines the executive 
body such as the EU Commission. However, 
the expectations of European nations from 
this organization are generally not very 
high. This is reflected in the voter turnout, 
with the highest turnout rate being around 
50%. 
 

What we often see in EP elections is that 
they are seen as a warning mechanism for 
politics in member states. In other words, 
nations can turn to different parties and 
groups in EP elections as a balancing and 
sometimes challenging factor for their 
national parliaments and governments. We 
see this especially in France in these 
elections. French President Emmanuel 
Macron's snap election move should also 
be evaluated in this way. 
 
Another issue that needs to be considered 
in this year's elections is the fact that it was 
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the first election held after the UK's Brexit. 
After Brexit, which was one of the heaviest 
blows to the EU project, doubts about the 
Union's capacity to continue have 
increased. This has increased the 
importance of the elections. 
 
Overall, there is no sharp transformation in 
the composition of the EP, no significant 
turnover among parliamentarians, except 
for the liberals. But the fact that the far 
right has found a place for itself in the two-
and-a-half-party majority structure signals 
a transformation in some policies for the 
EU.  
 
The Rise of Far Right and Populist Parties 
in Europe 
 
First of all, it should be emphasized that the 
far-right parties in Europe do not stand on 
the same page and do not see things from 
the same perspective. There are also issues 
on which they think quite differently. 
Although they differ in fundamental areas 
such as the economy, foreign policy and 
social position, what they are united on is 
the demand for change in the existing 
system and its functioning... 
 
Although some of the views that we call 
far-right are shocking for Europe's current 
system, they are in fact based on 
nationalist perspectives that are rising 
globally. Since countries such as Germany, 
Italy and Spain, which can be characterized 
as the largest and locomotive countries of 
Europe, have real far-right tendencies in 
their history, we see that this approach has 
always been a threat. It is not possible to 
talk about monolithic policies in the far-
right parties mentioned today. We can see 
differences and sometimes even 
contradictions in the political preferences 
of these parties on a wide scale. However, 
the main issue here is that these 

tendencies are shaped by populist policies 
and constitute a fierce opposition to the 
existing sociopolitical environment. 
 
In the welfare society that Europe built 
with a normative approach, the issue of 
security was largely excluded. The "values" 
that are emphasized and sometimes 
imposed are becoming more and more 
controversial in society. The view that 
European leaders continue to live in their 
own reality, especially as Europe and the 
world enter a period of increasing conflict, 
has basically accelerated the rupture.  
 
It is necessary to put at the center the anti-
European and anti-globalization sentiment 
that is spreading intellectually and perhaps 
ideologically across Europe. This is why 
these far-right and populist parties are 
oriented towards national values rather 
than modern European values, and why 
the effort to preserve the existing global 
system has emphasized the accumulation 
of power and its expenditure on the 
protection of states. 
 
There is a growing debate on the global 
system and the belief in Europe that these 
debates will result in the transformation or 
change of the current Western-centered 
system. In these circumstances, we see 
European societies turning to policies that 
promote their national interests and 
consolidate the power of their states. This 
approach, which seeks to protect their own 
states, cities, money, factories, etc., pushes 
them to protect their own people and 
cultures in order to succeed. States and 
identities that mutually construct each 
other, and the "other" threats that can be 
found both internally and externally to 
protect everything that is part of their 
identities, show that globalization is no 
longer working in their favor.  
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Other main reasons are that Europe has 
entrusted its security to the US while 
conflicts are escalating all over the world, 
and that the norms imposed institutionally 
by Europe are increasingly losing their 
validity in the eyes of societies. 
 
Increasing threats, particularly from Russia, 
and the growing proximity of Russia, have 
led society to adopt security policies. The 
theme of "security for freedom" is one of 
the approaches that has recently found the 
most ground in Europe. However, while the 
migration phenomenon has already been 
fought for some time, first politically, then 
on the basis of security and economy, the 
belief that this problem has been 
mismanaged and that its impact is 
increasing has spread. Europe's inability to 
determine a regime on a vital issue such as 
agriculture and the risk that the production 
brought about by the welfare society will 
not be supported and will gradually decline 
has affected both the productive 
countryside and the consumer cities that 
are concerned about the situation. And the 
current state of the economy is a concern 
for European society. Production and 
supply problems after the pandemic are 
evolving into a crisis due to wars, political 
uncertainties and some restrictive 
measures. These are problems that the 
political elites in Europe are still trying to 
manage in their own way, but the public is 
in favor of new, decisive and drastic 
measures. This demand has led to the rise 
of far-right parties, which are rapidly 
gaining ground with populist rhetoric. 
 
Above all, it should be emphasized that the 
fact that far-right ideas have been 
suppressed in Europe for nearly 75 years 
does not mean that these ideas have 
disappeared. Despite all the legal, political 
and psychological pressures, we see that 
these ideas exist in European societies and 

can always find a place for themselves 
under favorable conditions. 
 
Developments Fostering Populism  
 
The populist current in Europe gives voice 
to hatred against the ruling classes and all 
other organizations that they believe are 
"part of the system". This hatred increases 
the crowds around them as a consequence 
of everything that goes wrong. In Europe, 
too, the growing problems and the 
possibility for society to respond politically 
are supporting populist discourse. 
 
Migration is at the forefront of this. 
Although today this issue has become 
increasingly securitized, there is actually an 
opposition that starts with the discourse 
that immigration harms identities. While 
the conservative part of society talks about 
the damage that Muslims will cause to 
Christian identity, populist discourses 
highlight differences in many areas from 
social life to working conditions, from 
architecture to entertainment habits. 
 
In addition, the issue of identity is one of 
the discourses in which the populist far-
right discourse contradicts itself. Right-
wing populists are divided between 
defenders of Christian, traditional and 
conservative values and those who adopt 
open positions on social issues. 
Conservative values are emphasized for 
identity, while tolerance on social issues is 
sometimes seen as a "response to the 
Muslim threat", representing a return to 
the Middle Ages. 
 
There is also a lot of support for the 
narrative that migrants, especially in 
manufacturing, are causing both the 
unemployment of local communities and 
the failure of states in their production 
strategies. 
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The broader economic issue is that 
populists often make contradictory liberal 
or socially based promises in order to 
appeal to very different constituencies. 
Many of them, especially those claiming to 
be liberal, promote a kind of "social 
chauvinism" that seeks to reserve social 
gains exclusively for citizens. This is 
increasingly resonating with the 
population. 
 
Another issue is the increasing importance 
that Europe is giving to issues such as 
climate change and the environment, 
which until recently were sub-policy issues. 
There is also a reaction in society to the 
limitations these issues pose for economic 
and social reasons, or in the context of 
increasing national power. We see populist 
discourses excluding these issues and 
avoiding regulatory steps. 
 
The Impact of the Rise of the Far Right on 
European Democratic Values and 
Institutions 
 
Populism, which finds a place and 
flourishes within Europe's self-created 
perception of democracy, constantly 
prioritizes and sometimes "blesses" the 
demands of the people. In doing so, it 
sometimes manipulates the public and 
shapes their demands. This is seen as the 
biggest internal threat to Europe's 
democratic values. 
 
Criticized as undemocratic on the grounds 
that they restrict freedoms, reject basic 
participatory approaches, and fail to 
respect diversity and cohesion, these far-
right and populist parties have an intricate 
relationship with the "democratic 
approach". They reject all ruling elites and 
other political parties, which they accuse of 
usurping democracy. They distrust 

globalization to varying degrees, assert the 
need for strong national sovereignty above 
all, and put national interests first. In other 
words, these parties see themselves as the 
true practitioners of democracy and 
emphasize the corruption of European 
democracy.  
 
It can be predicted that many of these 
parties, which are characterized as far-
right, will be integrated into the system by 
taking responsibility within the 
administration. They will see the 
importance of using modern democratic 
channels in European politics, albeit with a 
state-centered approach. However, their 
social impact will diverge from the 
European values that are emphasized and 
the steps of more closed societies will be 
taken. 
 
In European institutions, the impact may 
be more jarring. Institutionally, the 
approach that does not believe in Europe 
will try to take steps to prevent the 
common European institutions from 
working, to reduce their capacity and to 
minimize their influence. 
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